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NEWSFLASH is des:gned for intermedizte and advanced students. The
2im is o explait their interests in current problems, be they international

(e. g. hijacking) or more persvnal (e.g. planning a honeymoon) and to encourage
them to praduce solutions, primarily through discussion work in small groups.
The instructions to the students in each of the book's 20 units are clear and
they give the students specific facts and figures to use to reach a conclusion.

Each unit is divided in the following sections:

(1) A picture story is presenled, accompanied by key vocabu-
lary items, The pictures themselves are, in the authors!
words, "apen-plan’ to encourage the students to see the
story as a whele, and not just as a series of buxes. The
students working in groups have to tell the story and one
student, acling us group sccretary, writes down a sentence
ar two [or each picture. 'This section provides a necess-
ary vocabulary review before the real discussion work
can begin.

(2) Interviews Cne student in each group is the interviewer
for current aflairs prograrm. The others take the roles of
people in the picture story, Here, a few minutes should be
given o the interviewer for the preparation of a list of
suitable questions,

(3) Misc ussiupn In this less structured activity students
are encouraged to express their own upinions, using the
linguistic material already presented. One specific as-
pect of the stury 1s sel aside [ur discussion e. g. after the
presentation of the story of an earthquake, students have
ta discuss the question: "How would you vrganize & fund-
raising campaign for such a digaster?"

{2) Roleplay The students in cach group play a role in a
situation - bused on the picture story. For example, after
the ewarthyuske story, roles connected with relief operations
are aseigned to individual sludenls and they have Lo preduce
arguements as to why their arganization should be given
money. FEFinally, a Relief Commitiee divides $200, 000 be-
tween therm all.




{5} Tasks Thege are designed for small groups. Each group
is reguired to produce & solution T0 & specific problem within
4 stricl time limit. The tasks include the planning of & week-
end Menu on 4 deserted beach, the cumpilation of a list of 30
eszcntial Fnglish phirases for relugees, and planning how ta
gpend a big win on the football puouls,

When using NEWSFLASH, teachers €an asgsume the role of guide, parti-
cipant or observer. A= a guide the teacher checks to see instructions and voca-
bulary have heen understond, encourages the students to play their role actively,
and, most impurtantly, tries to make the situation as vivid as possible. Once
the ruleplay iz under way the teacher can take part as an ordinary member of
the group i the students need to See how to play a role. Or he can be an atten-
tive vbserver af languaze contens, mAintaining an on and off stimulus if he feuls
it necessary.

Suggestions

As wilh most materials produced for advanced Jludents, these situstions
can be adapted by the teacher Lo s0it the needs of her class, Zlements of the
situation such as loecation and time allocativn can easily be changed. Since
these situations are based on fairly typical news :lems, teachers can refer to
recent events of which the students are aware. When we used the roleplay
about an earthguake, we changed the location from an imaginary one tu a reasl
one (Algeria), and in a refugee situation, we used the exampie of Ej Salvador.
When we used real siluations, it was possible lor students Lo work with more
concrete facts and figures,

We consider NEWSFLASH to be 2 valusbl € supplement within an ad.
Vauced course. The problem solving approach adapled by Lhe book encourages
aral production, as the students bhave to work under time pressure to reach
definite objectives.
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