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Harold Madsen and Donald Bowen have written & book explaining how Lo
eatablish realistic communicetion in lanpuage teaching in the areas of
upeaking, writing and readinp. Adaptation in Languapge Teaching explains Lu
teachers in traininp, to teachers and textbook writers, various ways
which they can adapt their Lextbooks and design materials for a specific
greup ol sLudeals.

The authors’ greatest emphasis is on adaptaction, through the establish-
ment of congruence, between the text and the real world without sacrificing
necessary Lunguage skills, Madsen and Bowen give examples which encble che
teacher to achicve this congruence in classroom practice. Many teachers
avoid specific exercises, or go through certain sections in textbooks very
rupidly because they do not "fit" inte their teaching style or objectives.
Textbooks may present structures out of sequence, nol give explanations oc
confuse miterial Lor written or spoken work. The language teacher must be
prepared to change and adapt material in these lTessons us ReCessary, without
deleting essential textbook items.

The authors feel that all communication must be understandable and
relevent., The Leaching of oral communication, in mosL mudera Cexts, has
bed this eim., However, upon further investigation, ome can find flaws in
presentation. Madsen snd Sowen point out, using examples from new and
vld lanpuape textbooks, that many situations, drills, dimlogues and grammay
explanations are based on authors' dideas of how languspe ought Lo be
spukeu, nut che way the rarger language is presently being used. The
skill of speaking the "live" target language cunnot be set aside as some=
thing the studeats can "pick up when they get there". They need to leamn
everyday language in the classroom, slong with the appropriate reglscer,
Students have to be taupht to "amalyze" the language, just as they will be
analyzed by native speakers when chey ave using the Larpet language.

The authors have not set aside certsin chapters on Che teaching ol
the target culture &8 & separate entity. Huowever, since they have empha-
gsized the use of language in reslistic situations, the carpet eculture will
he autematically involved in all classzoom learning situations, from
deille ro mini-drsmas. Madsen and Buwen point out the positive effect that
personalizing a» language Chrouph culture has on student motivacion.
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