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By Presenting and practicing a grammar point through games, a sitpation
is created and made real by the urgency of competition, Much of the use is non-
sensical, granted, for I am a member of the nonsensical school, though net
slrictly an orthodox ane. A soupcun of nonsense is lun, and ordinarily sludents
rally around what is fun, [ must confess to wanting to be a popular teacher and
trying to have popular classes, Targely hecause many students have been turned
off by English with nechanieal and repetitive lessons; further, they often hold
some rationally anti-Gringo atlitudes which T do not want directed al me. And
though this fun-and-games approach may appear frivolous, especially to colleapues
deadsel nn meaningfulness in its most rigid form, its end is the common one of
all serious language teachers: (o encourage improved communication.

Of vourse, occasionally one finds a group of students in which a grim and
deadpan attitude predominates. This i= their privilege. One must he sensitive
to their mmentality, and shilt one's tactics accordingly,

The activities described herein, which 1 presented at the Cuxaca Mextesnl
Conference, are meant to illustrate the type of activitics that can be uzed to
teach and practice many other as pects of o language. They were developed while
1 was teaching in general English courses in Michoacdn and at tha University of
Chiapas, where the highly flexible pregramn, payment for time devoted to maser-
ials development, as well as contact with gilled colleagues, boovsted my inventive-
ness. Now that T am primarily teaching TSP, 1 find that the sarme type ol strate-
gies work in a reading comprehension conrse, especially for Avgmenting vocabu-
lary wnd training recognition of the slructures comman ia specialized reading.

1. Handwritiug analysis.

The blackboard is divided verti cally in three parrs, Three students are
asked tu go to the blackboard, ostensibly [or a dictation. Any dictation of four
or five sentences can be used, hut 1 usually give one that begins like this:

"' The worst day in Ceorge Washington's life was the day that he died..."

When they finish, T ask questions like these:

Who 18 neater, Rosa or David?
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Who s the neatest?
Who L& the messicst?

...more artistic? ... the most artistic?
original, economical, ecceniric, relaxed, careless, beller-organized,
otc.

I alse ask the studeats, "What can you say about Rosa [rom her hand-
writing?"" And about the other two writers as well.

2. A card game,

72 rectangular cards ave needed. The most convenient way to acquire
these iz by culling small-size index cards in half, resulting in a card of approxi-
mately 64 Ly 10 centiineters, a handy size for shuifling and dealing.

Print clearly on cach card: 34 nvuns, 32 adjectives in the comparative
or superlative and & prepositional phrases indicating place.

Examples:

NOUNS ADJECTIVES PREPOSITIONAL
PIIRASES

Jezz farther in Mexicn

marimba music sweeter in the world

Robert Reford wiser in America

Mrs. Lépez Portillo deeper in this Solar System

a bucket dirlier in the mnovies

a glass handsvmer on television

the Pacific Ocean more fattening

Mars quieter

Pilzcuaro ® the strongest

Aconcagua the funniest

Mount Fverest -he [astest

the Concarde the highest

the Boeing 727

a pig

a snail

mezcal

beer

the Dope

Eduarde Manzanc

+ 1 select some items fram the sludenls' own experience. While in Chiapas T used
the names of towns there: San Cristébal, Cintalapa.

Similar groups of cards can he made with vocabulary for students in speci-
fic areas.
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Instruclions for playing:

From two o ten people may play with thie number of cards. Six cards are
dealt to each player, the remainder of the pack turned face duwn. The purpose is
for players to form two Luvks (or sentences) of three cards each. They may add
the words "is" and "than”. (A glass is more breakable than & bucket. ) No other
words may he added,

LThe play e begun Ly the dealer, who discards a card first and then draws
& new card [rom the pack, Subsequent players may draw either irom the pacik ar
the exposed discarded cards. Only when a player has his hand complele -- with
twao correct sentences -~ and it is his turn, may he put down his cards. He then
receives six points, and the deal and the first turn go to him for the aexl hand.
No player may put down his hand until every player kas had at least vne turn.
Score is kepl, and the other players receive points for any sentences they may
have: ie, three points for cach book, It is cunvenient to keep the score accuma-
latively for each hand played: 3, 12, 15, 15, 18, etc.

During the game a language is practiced which is relevant to the activisy:
It's your deal. Whose tura is it? Shuffle better! You have lo discard. She has

seven cards! That isn't a sentence. Whas does "snail'' mean? 1 won!

The pame is appropriate on many levels and for many age groups. I have
also mnade variants to practice "can'' and "may" and the passive voice.

3, Game wilh alliteration and superlatives.

Students sit in pairs or by threes. Each group is given from ten tu fif-
teen slips ol paper or more if necded.

Write an example such as this on the blackbuard: “"What did Fred find?
He found the fincst fish. He found his fattest friend.

Questions of this type, having a verb and noun, or other combinslions
starting with the same letter, of are asked orally.

Who used Ulysses' nnguent? {The ugliest Uruguayan, )o*
What is Peler going to paint?

Whe brought the buoze?

Where will the baby be born?

Whast is Catherine carrying?

Participants are to write answers, following this formula, on thelr slips.
The slip is handed to the teacher, who corrects it. Regardless of spelling or
grammatical errors, il the adjective, noun aad idea are all right, the writers

#® Warning: You must have possible answers in mind, becsuse if you
cannot think of them readily, the students certainly will not be able to,
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are glven & "chit” as a reward. These will be counted later to flind the winaners,
Good chits are tabs from heer and fruit juice cans,

Some advantages of this; It iz fun for the teacher to think 1p the guestions,
and the students are often capable of clever answers, Tt is alse good experience

for students who practice tranglation, since alliteration makes this impossible,

4. Comparison of two similar hut different drawings.

It helps here if you can draw or know someone who will help you draw.
Use as your model an interesting magazine ad with o variely of elements lherein
to compare. | was inspired by a "Strega’ ad, but ti should be no problem to find
another such suitable one. For use in class, Lhese piclures were produced on a
full-size piece ol pusterbuard,

To introduce the matter, I ask questions for the students to answer,

In which picture i5 the man older?
-.. younger?
ess are Lhe plusses fulles?
ess wmplier?
«e. i8 the aky darker?
.+ i it windier?
--. is it later?
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and so on, Then ] give sentences for them to comunent ""true” or "false". Stu-
dents also ask questions and make seatences for "true' or "false' unswers. On
& suhsequent day for follow-up, I hring the pictures back, divide the class in
two teams and have each team write questions ahout the piclures fur the other
team o answer,

Thiz can be done in a besinners’ course.

5. IPopularity contest,

The leacher writes categories on the blackboard for which the sludents
will chanse winners fram the class. The students are asked to contribute other
categuries,

The person with the most exXpressive eyes,
v+ the most beautiful hair.
oo the Diggest feet.
s oo lhe pretticst legs.
The one who speasks the bost Faglish,
... the most Spanish in class,
-+ » Who comes late to class mast often,
The funniest person, ... auietest ... most mysterious. . .

Alter votes arc cuounted the teacher brings inexpensive giftewrapped
Prizes far winnevs in certain categories: shee polizh for the bDiggest feet, candy
for the thinnest, a comb for the mosl beautiful hair,

6. Cumparisun between a raw and a hard-Loeiled exy.

The studenta are to identify the differences (heavier, lighter, more trans-
parent, more opaque, ele. ) and to try o figure out why. Some interesting hurse-
play is pussible with the leacher astempling to thraw both eggs for the students to

calch, while they Lry to calculale the hazards., (A broken raw epy 18 equivalent
to [lunicing. )

7. A comparizon between Mexican and American men.

Usnally only the women in the class are permitted to participate in (his.
The men are told to sit quictly,

The teacher divects, dividing the board ia this fashion:

AMERICAN MEN MEXICAN MEN
Hundsume X
Altractive X

Pulite X
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AMERICAN MEN MEXICAN MEN

Intelligent ?
Cultured
Athletic

Fat

Tall

Honest
Humorous
Prolific
Allectionate
Hard-Working X

AWM MR

“oAR

(Students arec asked to contribute adjectives for comparison )

The tecacher does nol ask gquestions, but asks the students to make sen-
tences according to the itermns on the chart. She marks the answers on the chart,

Curiously enough the students | have worked with have had lairly convin-
cing ideas about both of these groups. This game has produced animated reactions,
parricularly among the male students, who have had difficulty controlling them-
selves, protesling (reguently and loudly IN ENGLISH, Prohibition is a very effec-
tive stimulus in this case.

8. Group discussions according to topics on cuards.

The class is divided into groups of lour or five students. Each group is
given a numbered card with a tepic for discussiun according fo the points listed
and whatever others the students mipght care to discuss. A secretary in each
group notes the responses and reports on these In a subsequent class,

CARD ONE. TASTES REGARDING 1'OOD.

a. Who (in the grouplis the [ussiest ahout what he eats?
b. Who likes the most unusual foods?

c. Who eats the smallestguantity?

d. Who eats the most?

¢. Who ate the most recently?

Other topics with the guestions on cards:

homelowns palitics
names noses

shoes clothes

This may scem lung and exhaustive, bul even so it falls short of all thal is
needed for the student tu master this small portion of the English language. And
nowhere have I mentioned the introduction of these formns of adjectives nor the




role of a texthook.

Briefly, I inlroduce them with cardboard-mounted pictures clipped [rom
magazines: cold place, colder place, the coldest place: lazy man, lazier man,
+he laziest man -- a series of ten sels -- not to be used all on one dny, butl with

some extras [or [ollow-up.
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