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Rehecca Valette's MODERN LANCUAGE TESTING iz the 1977, second edition
of her HANDROOK OF MODERN LANCUAGE TESTING, 1967 edition which has for
years been = "must™ [or everyone concerned with Janguape testing. It wes
such a standard text that when the second edition appesred in 1977 many
assumed that it wes merely a slightly modificd version of the somewhat
out—dated £irst. In fact this is far from the truth. As Alsn Davies

poted in a conference in Mexico City in December, 1978:

The second edition represents a considerable revision and expan—
gion of the original book. The Jifforences between the two edi-
tions is a good indication of the chaape in language testing in
the decade from the mid-sixties Lo the mid-seventies. That
change was a major one aad reflects the clash of ideas in other
parts of the language field... Belween 1967 and 1977 Valette's
view of language testing changes and (she =hows) a greater in-
terest in lanpuage in context and with social interaction...
these two hacks are good milestones indicating what dilferences
there have bLeen.

MODERN LANGUAGE TESTING, like its predeccssor, is directed to the
classroom reacher. Its format is clear and direct, it is well orgenized
and indexed, and gives the teacher not only a score of sample items from
which te choose but presents cnough theory to form a framework for his
sesting pregram. Tor the tescher who wants Lo improve his eyaluation tech-
niques this bhaok will be most helpful,

Part One, "Frinciples and Frocedures" presents an overview of lan-
guage resting theory, rermm.und methodology in the most complete, non—
technical an concise manner possible for the classroom ceacher. The for-
mac makes it easy for a perplexed reader to clarify terms and methods by
quickly locating the appropriate sectlon.

Pars Twu, '"Methods of Evaluation™, contains practical suggestions for
testing listening, speaking, reading and writing each of which is dealt
with in a separate chapter. The first sections of these skills chapters
pive cxamples which test the elements of the lanpuage (skill-getting)

while the latLer sections suggest ways to test and rate coumunication
(skill-using). For exsmple, the latter part of the section on "lhe
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Listening Test" suggests sample items which will test the student's ability
to "get the gist of a message”, "Lu understand a message", "to relay oral
messapes' and "to test listening comprehension under udverse conditions”.
Valette notes that often students can understand spoken lanpuage when
spokeén formally or slowly but are unable to deal with rapid telescoped
speach. "1'm polug to get you at nine" may be comprehensible while "Ahme
uhnah getchut nine" may nol be. She suggests thar the students hear o
short selection in rapid speech and then hear the tape again one sentence
at a time, In the pause Lhey “translate™, either in oral or written form,
the rapid speech to its clearer form.

The section devoted to "lhe Speaking Test" is particularly helpful.
The first part desls with testing the knowledpe of the svund system, vo-
cabulary and grammar and provides a variety of test items which dJo noL vacy
greatly from the earlier adition but are pevertheless uselul. The second
part is directed to "gpeakiug for communication" hoth din directed and lree
expression. Not only does Valette cover quite Lhoroughly almost cvery pos-
sible way of testing speaking lur communication but she includes most ol
the scales that have been developed for vatiup communicative speach in the
last few years. Here Lhe reader will find rating scales by Upshur, Jukobovitz
and Cordon, Bartz, Schultz and Clark in Lhe Foreign Service Interview.

The sections devuled Lo reading and writing provide many useful Liewms
ag well ax different scoring pessibilities, bLotlh Lescher-snd student-pro-—
pared, Particularly interesting are scme suggestions to improve the res
lizbility of ratings of free compositicons.

New Lo this edition is rhe chaprer devored o "Culture Tescs". Here
apain the section Is valusble nolL only for its test item samples but be-
cause stimulating teaching techniques can be adapted from some ol them,
Valelle's view that Leaching culture and teaching language are intimately
related ia clear from the subdivisions in this chapter which are: "General

Considarations", "Culrural Awareneas", and "Analvsis of che Target Culture”.

Anothoer new addirion, "The Literature Test" will provide the Lescher
interested Lu this aspect ol longuage teaching with a numher of proposals
lor testing and scoring as well as with instruecrions for prepsriap multiple
cholce Ltems Lor such Lest®,

Part Three, "Current Developments" includes twn short chapters on
"Directions LIn Luugusge Testing” amd "Testing in Lhe ESL and Bilingual Pro-
grams" which provide the reader with enough informacion to give him a taste
of the field, and excelleal biblivpraphical references should he wish Lo
delve into the subject more decply, A brief lonk at some of the commercial
lanpuage Lests, snd excellent selected biblivgrsphy, and o corelully pre-
pared index complete this most rewarding velume,

Marjorie L. Juckson




