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Kindergarren and Elementary Levels

English at kindergarren and clementary levels is offered only in pri-
vatce schools. There arc 725,114 students enrolled ac this level in private
schools and more than half of them study English.

There is at present no official Sceretaria de Educacion Publica syllabus
for bEnglish reaching at the elementary level, However, the Consejo Nacional

Técnico de Educacion of the Secreraria de Bducacion Pablica is srodying che pos-

sibility of drawing one up.

Some of the texthooks which are now in use ar the elementary level are
the English Around the World series, cdited by Irene Anderson (1970 - 1973),

Look, Listen and Tearn by L.G, Alexander ( 1968- 1975 ) and Welcome To_
English by Thomas Lismore ( 1973 ).

Junior High School ( Ensefianza media, ciclo bisico )

Approximately 80%F of che students at the junior high school level are
enrolled in English classes, that is, some 1,518,424 swdents, of a totel ¢n-
rollement of 1,898,053, ‘Ihe program prov ides for three hours a week of class-
room instruction over three years, for a coral of 180 hours. Classes ofren have
55 10 65 students. There are approximately 10,000 teachers of English at chis
Ievel.

For 1976- 1977 there arc 15 lexts which are officially recognized for
use in the first, second, and third years am! which contain the materials and
structurc stipulated in che new syllabi. Five of the most widely used oncs are:
Inglés Objetivo Simplificado ( 1976 ) by Carmen Ochoa Ferndndez and Maria
Luiss Gartwio, Junior ACE, by Ethel Brinton er al ( 1975 ), Inglish Alive,
(1975 ), by Bertha Gomez Maqueo, My First English Book, Iand il by F
Hess er al ( 1975 ). and English ‘Through ’l‘mmworl: by Carlos Reyes Orozee.

* This introductory overvicw is the first of a series of articles which will rrear
the differenr levels of English teaching in Mexico in detall.
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The 1976 -1977 syllabi were prepared by a group of educarors :
Susana Asrivia, Vicror Calderon, Rubén Campos, Elsi Ma. Castaldi,
Bertha COmez Maqueo, Federico Hess, Barbara Hopkins, Librada Macicl
de Carcia, Ma. dec los Angeles Moreno Enriquez, Carlos Reyes Orozco,
i?:ranza Robles, Ma. Luisa Sigg, Martha L. Vargas, amnd Arturo Zen-

The syllabi provide for 60 hours of classroom instruction during
€ach of the three years, with a spiral approach, the same features turn -
ing vp in different combinalions or contexts at different Stages and with
different meanings. ‘They are designed for use ar both general and rech-
mical schools at this level. The handling of grammartical structure is em-
phasized rather than buikling vocabulary. Prof. Bertha Gomez Maquco's new
book English Alive ( 1975 ), has some 340 words, Each of the other four
texts mentioned above has approximately 800 words, The past tense is pre-
seated in these texts before che "simple present”, sloce students find it casy
o underatand the past tense, and it is difficull for them to grasp the concept
of the " simple present”. 'Mo and does" are not presented uncil the end of
the sccond year, although che usc of "Who has.. .7 to ask questions 15 giv-
en al the end of the first year.

In Mexico City, Prof, Bertha Gomez Maqueo is one of the best known coor-
dinators lor English classes in Mexico City al the junior high school level,
{ She is also the author of the three-volume textbook scries entitled Ingles
Cotidiano - .)ail; English ( 1969- 1975) ami, 28 mentionexi above, of Ln-

glish Alive (1975 ).

Dr. Ma. de los Angeles Moreno Enriquez and her assistant, Mrs.
Barbara Welles Hopkins, are the coordinators for the technical schools at
junior high schools { ETls: that is, Escuelas Tecnolégicas Industriales).

Senlor High School  { Ensefianza media, ciclo superior: preparatorias,Cole=
gios de Clencias y Humanidades, Colegios de Bachille-
res, Centros de Estwdios Clientificos y Tecnologicos.)

At this level less than half of the stwdents take English: approximatecly
250,000 to 300,000 students of a total enrollment of 606, 796. There are
perhaps 3,000 wachers of linglish. The programs vary greatly as 10 the
number of hours a week for one, two, or three years.

Some of the textbooks used are New Horizons in English by Lars
Mellgren and Michael Walker; Active Context English by Ethel Brinton, et al:
municacion by Thomas E.

The Written Word and Inglés como Medio de T
Garst; New Concept iiu;glish by L. C. Alexanier and Amcrican English Course
ames I”, (

by Jack Morris, arter et al. Various published and unpublished ma-
terials arc usad at chese technical schools (172 CECYTs).
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The lnsticuto Poliréenico Nacional has announced that it is studying
the advisability of drawing up a syllabus in 1977 for Eaglish teaching ar
CLECYT' s.

It is expected that cechnical schools will continue to grow rapidly
and prosper during rhe current Six-yetr presidential regime, and that the
cmphiasis will continue to be on English for Special Purposes focused on read-
ing Comprehension, rather than on a comprehensive  English course aiming
at inculcating (he four skills of listening, speaking, reading and wricing.

(Qualifiend tcachers of Lir:lish are urgently needeal! for technical
schools,  Newly establishod schools in the provinces have often been obliged
to employ teachers whe speak bnglish, whether or not they have complete
adequare teacher-training or had previous expericnce.

Once the resolutions approved at the plenary session of the Conscjo
Nacional Técnico de Ia klucacion at Chetumal in August of 1974 have been
tmplemented and the Reforma Educativa has worked its way chrough the
sccondary levels, it will be feasible and desirable 1o establish a unified
program consisting of five or six years of English ar the junior and senior
high scheol levels (ensefianza media, ciclo basico y ciclo superior)., At
present stwdents at the senior high school level begin anew 10 study English
even though they have had three years in junior high school.

Higher Dducation

There are 72 insritutions of higher learning in the Mexican Republic;
of these, 45 are universities, 34 located in the provinces and 11 in México
City. The toral enrullment is 542, 292.

Al the Ievel of higher education, English as a course of studies leading
O a universily degree now atracts & very snmall number of students, In re-
cenl years English for Special Purposes has become of paramount Impormance,

Because of the urgent need for English for Special Purposes, several
universitics have established language conters which funclion as service
units but arc nor accredited within the universicy academic system; e.g. the
Centro de Lenguas Extranjeras at UNAM and the Inatituto Politéenico Nacio-
nzl. Other universities depend on local language academies to do this work.
Perhaps the most prestigious and long-cstablished of these academies are the
Instilutes Mexicanos Nortcamericanos de Relaciones Cullurales and the Insti-
weos  Anglo-Mexicanos de Cultura, both noaprofit, culwural organizations.
The former have 17 academics in Mexico, located as following: two in Moexico
City, two in Monlerrey, and one in vach of the following citivs: Morelia,
Guadalajara, Veracruz, Mérida, Hermosillo, Torreon, Saltillo, Caihuzhua,

* Universidad Nacional Autocnoma de Mexico
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Colima, Zacatecas®, Mexicali, San Luis Potosl, Tanmpico. Of the mstituros
Anglo-Mexicanos, Two arce located in Mexico City, one in Cludad Salclile, onc
in Guadalajara, onc in Puchla, gl one may be established soon in Moarerrcy.

Ronald MacKay, a Scor rescarcher ar the Centre de Lenguas Excran-
jeras (CELE) at UNAM unct] June of 1976, has perhaps contributed more
than anyone else in Aexico to the field of English for Special Purpeses, and
has had a great deal of influence at UNAM and a1 the Instituto Politécnico
Nacional. He has staried a crend which will undoubtexily gather momentum.
The current tendency is to provile English language materials specilically
geared 10 2 wide range of disciplines and the acquisition of skills: ¢. g., read-
ing comprehension, listening comprehension, ewc.  Michacl Long, a British
rescarcher-teacher al the Universidad Auténoma Metropuolilana , was also
active in this field unril he left Mexico in October of 1976, He odited the In-
glish for Special Purposes section of "EDUTEC," 2 publication of thy Uni=
versidad Auionma Metropolitana, which has proven to be a'very uselul jour=-
nal to teachers in this flcld.

With regard to English textbooks in Science and Technology, British
publishers have been active lor many years, while American editors and
publishers have caterwd this field more recently.

Teacher Preparation

It is estimaced that not more than 10%, of all of the teachers of Inglish
in Mexico at the junior and high school levels have taken methodology courscs
at one of the twenty liscuelas Normales Superiores which now exist. Not more
than half of these rwency normal schools have methodology courses for English
teaching, and perhaps not more than 100 teachers at Normales Superiores
teach 1hese courscs in all of Mexico.

For the first time tn 1975 the Direccion General de Mejoramiento del
Magisterio Mexicano of the Secrerarfa de Educacion Pblica provided in-service
training for English ieachers at the junior high school level in chc_provincea.
This program was not continued in 1976, but will be implementes in 1977, both
In the provinces and in Mexico Ciry.

During 1976 there was no official coordination among the iwenty Nor-
males Superiores ( ‘The Escuclas Normales Superiores are not members of
the Asociacion Nacional de Universidades ¢ Institutos de Enscflanza Superior,
A.C., ANUIES, the coordinating body for higher education. )

It is believed that an Universidad Pedagogica will be esuablished in
1977. Such an Insticution, which might be a “decentralized” federal govern-
ment agency, wouki serve as a coordinating body and would ¢stablish minimum
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norme in Unglish teacher proparation amd act as an official accrediting
organization,

Conclusions

Many educators feel that the most urgent need in Mexico in the field
of English teaching 18 adequate prepararion of teachers, aml that priority
shoukl be given 10 training teachurs for the junior and senior high school
levels,

In addition, many believe that it is essential thar the English program
for junior and senivr high school sccondary levels be integrated into a five or
8ix year program, rather than coatinuing the present system of independent
English courscs at the junior and senior high school levels (cnsefianza media,
¢icle basico y ciclo basico superior).

Finally, iz is also a widely held opinion that it would be highly desirable
o continue preparing materials in the liekl of English for Speclal Purposes,
for students a1 the universily level or comparable advance! levels.

e
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