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This is a fascinating book for all those interested in the develop-
ment of child Tanguage; in it, Halliday suggests that language Tearning
is synonymous wilh Tearning how to mean.,

Halliday starts off by making a very clear distinction belween
Tanguage acquisition and Tanguage lecarning. He claims that until
recently the acquisition of language was Tooked upon as the acquisition
of structures, that in environmentalist terms the acquisition of
language was scen as yaining possession of some exterior force. I we
talk about Jlanguage learning, however, we are talking about a process
in which the child is seen as an active participant.

Halliday says that we should keep in mind that Tanguage develop-
®ment fnvolves much more than the acquisition of structures. As he Says,
the interpretation of structures does not account for meaning in what
the child says. "Nor does it tasily suggest how or why the child moves
from his own system into the adult system: {f language development is
primarily the acquisition of structure, why does the child learn one
SEL of structures in order %o discard them in favour of another?" The
fundamental question, then, is how does the child Tearn language? And
how does he set about building up a "multiple coding system consisting
of content, form and expression: a system of meaning relations, to-
gether with their realization as configurations of words and structures
glq the realization of these in turn as phonological patterns?®

These are some of the questions Halliday takes in this book and he
Suggests that an approach which takes into account the different func-
tions to which language is pul by children gives us the starting point
for providing some of Lhe answers. Putting the emphasis on how a child

@ system of meanings throws a functional Tight on investigations
into language learning and development. This in turn means that we
Bave to “Took beyond the Tanguage itself... without presupposing a par-

Ticular conceptual framework, because this is precisely what the child
¥s using language to construct.®




Another factor which must be taken into account is the social
foundations of lanquage which obviously presuppose a concept of
“cultural transmission." Within this transmission the part played by
language can be defined. Al1 this would mean that a functional in-
terpretation of meaning and of learning to mean can be studied from a
sociolinguistic point of view where "the learning of the mother tongue
is interpreted as a process of interaction between the child and other
human beings."

The linguistic system can thus be analized as a whole "having a
(functionally organized) meaning potential or sematic system, at one
end, and & vocal potential or phonological system, at the other.”
Thus, structure ceases to be the centre of attraction, although it
must obviously still be analized, But now this will be done in terms
of being one form of the realizaticn of meanings. Language is thus
analyzed in terms of "what has the child learnt to do by means of
language?"

This book, as is Lo be expected, provides a weaith of informa=-
tion, for all those prepared to delve into it. It would be of par-
ticular interest to those involved in language teaching of young
children for all the explicit information it contains, and for those
invelved in Tanguage teaching for all the implications which can be
derived from it,
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