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One considers as 'BASIC! thuse skills which are fundamental for
the acquisition of a language, whether as native, second or foreign, A
'nulive' language 15 the mother tongue of the speaker as well as the official
languape of the area in which the speaker lives, In Mexico this would be
Spanish. A second language is not the mather tongue of the speaker but is
the official language of the area where the speaker lives, A "foreign'
language is neither the speaker's mother tongue nor the official language
in the area where the speaker lives. In Mexico English 1s the 'foreign'
language. The uvrder or degree of importance of each s5kill depends on the
type of language one is acquiring (N, S ar without F)} and the objectives
une has in mind when teaching/learning is,

In Mexico with the general objective of communication, whether in
the oral or the written ferm of the language the learner is acquiring, one
hag the fallowing avder: Listening Comprehension; Speaking Ability;
Reading Comprehension; Written Expression. Such order reflects the way
in which learners acquire their native tongue Spanish and in the SEP
syllabus each skill represents a particular ohjective.

It 18 [elt that one should be aware that these skills can be devel-
oped as such hut can also be established as abilities in the learner. One
talks ahout an ability when one considers inheriled characteristics which
will help learners achieve the skill with the minimum of proficiency
necessary fur communicalion.. In the case of the gkill, one has to elimi-
nale inberiled characteristics. The implications of this difference re-
gide in the area of testing, where teachers tend to establish standard
scales in the classroom. One would have to consider the eifurt the learn-
er put inte acquiring the target language, that is, the amount of language
selected to be tought/learned in @ given course. Learners with an innate
ability can alford lo almuost :iss classes and still be able to ohtain the
necessalry grade in order to pass a given course.  IHowever, the learner
wilth no innate ability, requires constancy and work in order to pass the
coursc.

It iz folt that skills are classiflied on the basis of "cause and
effect!. That is, & teacher helpe learners develop listening comprehen-
sion in urder Lo establish the necessary conditions for them to be able
to speak; in the same manner, reading comprehension development in the

*This pupar was given at the V1 Annual Mextescl Convention,
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learner familiarizes hitn sufficiently te be able to have the conditions needed
for the development of written expression, One could consider that the first
two skills are fully concentrated upon the oral form of the language while the
latter two concentrate on the written form.

When one studies language acquisition skills, one gets invalved in
factors that delermine the development of these skills in a farmal teaching/
learning situalion, as it is the case of the sccondary schenl in Mexico., ITere,
one considers three main aspects: objectives; stages; and levels, One
could consider that objectives are established in the syllabus one iz working
with, whether these are of general, particular or specific nature, In the
case of the slages, these are determined and carried through by the teacher
when following a sequence established and designed by the teacher in the
form of a lesson-plan. T.evels, on the other hand, are the sole responsibility
of the learner, That is, it is expected, when following certain abjective(s)
through an effective planification of the teaching process, that the learner,
as his terminal behaviour, will reach a cerlain level of language acguisi-
tion which can also be considered learning., So, one has:

Objective({s) = Ministry of Education {SEP} through Syllabus(es) from €, N, T. E, *

Stages: Teacher through "lesson-plan'. It is a teaching responsibility.
Levels: Learner, through practice and constancy. It is a learning respon-
aibility.

True, one cannot state that one has taught if the learner has not
learned. Therefore, one slates that the teaching/learning process is
simultaneous.

First Skill: Lislening Comprehensionn. RECEPTIVE

Objective: To familiarize the learner with the oral form of Lhe language.

Stages: Recognition of sounds.

Tevels: Perception
Recognition
Discrimination”
Comprehension

Second Skill: Speaking Ability, PRODUCTIVE

Cbhjective(s): Establishrment of language habits in the oral form. Application
of such habits in communicative processes in the oral form,
Slages: Drille
Guided practice
Directed first and latter free communication in the oral [orm,

-
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Levels:

Stages:

Lavels:

Stages:

Lovels:
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Mechanic - mere repetition of what the teacher has presented.
Productive - combination of malerial known with new provid-
ing new utterances.

Creative - combination ol known and new material to communi-
cate ariginal facts,

Third Skill: Reading Cornprehbension. RECEPTIVE

Objeclive(s): To train students to associate oral form with the written :

one.
Tu enable learner(s) to extract information from wrilten
texts.
Familiar material
Rearranged/recombined familiar material,
Graded material (intensive and/or extensive reading).
Authentic material,
Exposure to written form: Awareness ol cuonventional form,
Identification of words drawing it {rom meaning or vice-versa,
Meaning of words when used in context with a conlent {cchesion
and coherence).
Comprehension of content of authentic material in the written
form: Idea(s) conveyed.

Fourth Skill: Written Expression. PRODUCTIV E

QUjeclive(s):  Assocciation of the eral and the wrilten form of the lang-

uage.
Train learner in the conventional [orr of the written lung-
uspe [spelling).

Train students te communicate their 1deas in Lhe writien
form of language,

Cupying.
Reproduction and recombination of known material with minuor
adjustinents. -

Guided writing: known sy guided composition.

Composition: known as free composition.

Mechanic - mere repelilion of the written form of the language:
no change,

Productive - combination of known and new material in the

wrillen lorm,

Creative - integrativn of material to communicate ariginal
information using the wrillen lorm ol the lunguspe, following
its conventional rules.
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