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The rmosl cbyvious advantage of small groups is thal students
are able to increase the fime in which they communicale in the
tarpet language: In only a few minutes of aral practice in a small
group, « student gets more time Lo speak than in o whole hour of
the tescher asking questions of students on a one-to-cne basis.
Small groups allow for adaptation of teaching time and alleanlion 0
the parlicular needs of an individual, aor a group of three or [our
individuals, rather than assunung that all students in & class need
exactly the same instruction. They provide an upportunity for ta-
toring, that is, giving each student the oppurlunuly to act as teach-
or within & smaell group, thus taking advantage of the basic truth
that '"the best way to Jearn something 18 to teach it'., Another
very important factor is the sense of involvement that students
experience: they are less inhibited ahout making errors and more
willing to correcl one another.

An advantage for the teacher is thas he is freed from his
dominant position at ¢he [ront of the class and can move around
the gromps piving more personal attention. While one of our
ohjectives is to begin Lo reduce the amount of teacher interven-
tion, we are still concerned that the students do not make too
many mislakes. We should be aiming al guidance rather than
conlrol.

Vieual aids are a goud way of setting up pairwurk or group-
wurk activitics hecause they are non-verbal and therclore lo some
degree 'open-ended’.  They are effective because they are stimu-
lating.



TECHNIQUES FOR DRILLING IN SMALL GROUPS

Aller new material 18 presented the students should he told to
move their chairs to form swuall groups,

A portwn (prelersbly 1 ta 2 five minute sections) of every
class period should be dedicated to small groups.

FORMATION OF TIIE GRQUPS:

Students can be grouped on different bases, under different cir-
cumsaances,  First, it is probably bLeller to let the students form
their own groups, since they will be less inhibited with [riends;
fater, for some aclivitics, groups may be formed according to abi-
lity, since fast learners will have different problems, and a different
learning pace; occasivnally Lthe hest student should be placed with a
group of slower ones, (o act as leader; groups may be formed
accurding to age, interests, sex, ote, for specilic teaching and learn-
ing situations,

SUPERVISION:

To be ellective, instruction in srmall groups vequires Lthe con-
stant supervision of the teacher. Do not let any group cunverse in
Spanish.,  Try lo prevent the monopulization of conversalion in a
group by oue ur lwo students.  You can awoid this by nol maiing
your groups o large.  Meove around constantly, moving from one
group to another, encouraging, auswering guestions, Problems that
apply to the whole class can be pointed out on the chalkboard after
you have the class togelher again,

Small group and individual activities create beller communication
between teacher and students when the teacher checks their perform-
ance, offers correclivns and suggestions when necessary. The re-
verse is true if the teacher instructs the sludenls to form groups and
then leaves them to work un their own, Tn this case students feel
abandoned and tend to dislike small-group warl,

NOISE LEVEI.:

It is to be expected thal individualized instruction, with more
students parlicipating actively, will result in more noise than the
traditional class. Our old-fashioned concept of discipline (especially
silence) must alse be revised.
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Mischief mukers do exisl but they can usnally be converted
intn effective group leaders if their energies are channelled produc-
tively.  Four leachers who have to wak with large classes, small-
group work is probably the only way in which the language can be
tanght, (In a class of thirty, for example, divided into ten groups
of throee sludenls each, ten students will be speaking at the same
time, and each student will speak ten times as much as in the
traditional class). The lack of praclice in the traditional large
class makes it impossible for the studenl 10 acquire proficiency
in the target language.

PARTICIPATION:

A student should be permitled and encouraged to speak when
he wants to speak, lu learn when he wants to learn, The teacher
centered technigues which are common when the teacher faces the
whole class allow the student tov speak enly when his turn comes,
or when the teacher sees [it to call on him, There are times
when he has sumething o communicate but the system requires
that he remain silent. These moments of learning are lost farever.
Students should be encouraged te grasp such opportunities by speak-
ing up imunediately.

SPEAKING THE TARGET LANGUACGE ONLY:

Care must be laken that small-group activities do not become
un exchange in the native language., FEmphasis must be placed on
lthe rule that the language bheing learned should be spuken at all
times. This, howewver, does not preclude the occasional use of a
few words in the native language, to save time and clarify a con-
coent.

FINISHING A GROUR WORK ACTIVITY:
Tt's important to terminate small-group activities by having a
few students do the exercise lor the whole group. This helps wrap

up the activity and to make sure they have been practising correctly,

LEARNING FROM YOUR PEFERS:

A student learns not only from his teacher, but alsce from his
fellow students, and their problems give him addilivnal insights in
the language.




