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Dieginning students often lack opporlunities for
meaningful communicalion with their classmates. In NOTION
BY NOTION, the author pravides a combination of exercises
designed to give students the nocessary practice in correcs
language usage while leading them to siluslions in which they
may usc the language to interact with their peers. The book
offers forty self=contained units of American English, best
used us supplementary material in beginning or intermadiate
ESL courses for secondary or adult students,

The text is organized on three levels and theree
fore may be casily usced by teachers following a grammaltical,
situationa), or functional-notional approach. The grammatical
structures begin with the verb BlZ and ascend in difficulty to
reported specch and present real conditionals, Iach unit may
also be viewwad a5 a set of functions, aund as more material
becomes availsble, there is a shift in emphasis {rom the
grarnmatical to the functienai. The teacher who wishes to
use thix 25 an occasional supplement to the text will find it
casy to locate the material relevant to his immediate needs.

Each unit begins with a2 chart, an illustration, or
some vther stimulus. Inmany cases this stimulus merely
establishes the Lopic and presents relaled vocabulury,

Functions and grammatical structures are practiced in the
excrcises that follow,

One of the advantages 1o this book is the diversity
of ils cxercises. There are individuzl exercises as well as
exercises designed to promote comumnunication in pairs or small
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roups. These activitics arc cspecially good for exchanging
informastion and opinions, as well as solving problems and
reaching apgreements through communication. There are also
ample opportunitics for practicing speaking, reading, and
writing skills in different formats. There is, however, no
material specifically designated for listening practice, bul
the students have the opportunity to develop this skill in Lthe
context of conversatinnal exchange,

Another strength of this book is the topical organiza-
tion which makes i1t an excellent source of conversation stimuli.
Some of the toplcs are very similar, such as "Characteristics”
and "Personality Traits". As conversation topics they can be
used together, but each one illustrates different functions and
grammatical structurcs. Thercfore, the teacher must decide
the most apprapriate usce of thosoe materials to best mesl the

studoents' neods,

The particular needs and limitations of the lcarncers
will also determine the amount of time to be spent in develop-
ing vocabulary. Due to the topical organization of the text, a
large number of new words is introduced in each lesson, and
many arc never scen again in the units that follow. [urther-
more, many new vocabulary iterms not included in the stimulus
material appear in the exercises, so each teacher must decide
how much time Lo devole L0 vocabulary explanations and review.

The aulthor of NOTION DY NOTION suggests that
the book may also be used as the basic text for a short survival
course. This suggestion scems quile inappropriate. Usaed in
this way, Lhe boak conlains too lew exercises o practice the
many slructuraes pru::c:nl.:-.d here.  Also, the present Lexl
assumaos that the students have been pn:::enle-.ti these struclures
previously, and the teacher's puide does not include sufficient
information on how Lo best use the book for initial presentations.

NOTION DY NOTION is recommendable as a flexible,
stimulating supplementary text, if not as a basic text, and it will
help those who wish to introducc & notional-functional aspect to
a structurally oriented coursc.
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