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NUCTLEUS comprises CENERAL SCIENCI, 'a concepl build.
ing "vore" ', and a number of specialized courses of which MEDICINE
is one. The former can be used in parallel with, or followed Ly one of
the specialized courses.

MEDICINE is wntended for students with 'some’ lknowledge
of English who need to fallow authentic oral and written discourse in
the lield, for which they reguire speclalized language. The main
chjective expressed in the insroduclion to the course is, 'to develop
in the student a compelence in using Fnglish receptively and actively
to enable him to extract information from written and orwsl texts, and
{rom visual forms of pregentation, and to develop the sludent’s
ability to [olluw continuous argument. '

The course consists of the student’s hock, a cassetse of
material for listening comprehension, and the teacher's notes which
include guidelines on methodology, Lhe aims of each unit, lanyuusge
items and lunctions, explanations ol particularly ditficult points in
the subject matter us well as answers to all the exercises.

The student's book contains a total of [illeen units, of which
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three are revision and one a consolidation unil. The material deals
with medical concepts and their related functions. Some of the sub-
ject arcas covered are: anatomy, physiology, biochemislry and
histology. The layout is attractive with good illustrations and clear
instructivns. The uniss, which are graded in Lecms of difficulsy,
are divided into presentation, development. reading and listening;

is arnounts to approximalely 3 hours of cliass lime per unit, and
implies a total ol about 15 hours. The progression of vonceptual
and linguistic dillicully can be appreciated in the comparison of the
patlerns found in the following units:

Unit |

i) The liver is shaped like a triangle.
br) The heart is shaped like & cone.
¢} The kidneys are bean-shaped organs,

iinit A

a) They hegin the study of physiclogy when
they enter Lthe second year,

b) They study microbiology at the same lime
as bacteriology,

¢) Surgery is studied from the beginning of
the third year until the end ol the fourth
year.

Presentalion

In each case, visual presentation ol information is em-
phasised in the form of tables, diagrams, graphs, etc., which are
appruptiate to the subject and familiar to the student. The student
is oblifed Lo interpret the information in order to complete the
variety of written exercises which follow. Occasionally, the
student is asked to give an arsl inlerpretation,

Development

In this section, patterns and concepls are transferred to




new contexts and the practice is entended from the sentence level
to short texts by means of completion, [ill-in, guestion/answer and
uther exercises. Qur Medical FEnglish classes were mixed groups
ul medical students, doctors, Facteriologists, biologists and den--
tists: our policy being that anyone with a basic knowledge of the
language who needed medical knglish and seemed suitably moti-
sated should be aceepted.  According to our entrance tests, the
students' English ranged {rom inlermediate to advanced, but the
majorily ol students were classified as low intermediate,

The students were able to manipulate the language in
arder ta produce covrect oral and written responses in the first
two seclions bul responded rather reluctantly to teacher ¢ues to
transfer structures o new situations.

Reading

Although the texts in this section get progressively
longer and more complex, it was felt that they did not train the
student adequately to cope with authentic material in specialized
medical books and articles [rom medical journals as they are
passages from elementary medical text books saturated with
[acls. Because of this, the follow-up exercises which included
a wide variety - truc/false, multiple choice, completion,
matching, labeling, rearranging paragraphs, summarizing,
ete. . were very easy for him., This section was complemented
with full-length articles and reports from medical journals to
which were sdded appropriate exercises Lo develop reading
slrategivs as well as ideas for follow-up activities,

Listenin

I'he recordings are clear and the pace is good. The
exercises become progressively longer and more difflicult, and
are [ollowed by a number of differant types of useful exercises,
llowever, it is felt that even the longest text is too short and
cancise for more than very elementlary training towards aural
comprehensgion of authentic lalks or lectures on medicine.

These particular listening passages might have been
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better exploited for practice in note--taking., Although the authors
do nol specify note-taking in their objectives, our students felt
that it would undoubtedly he & nseful component,

The Teacher's Noles provide comprehensive guidelines
on the handling of material with suggestions for expansion or
transfer 1o related aress. Lhe teacher, whose knowledge of the
subject is likely to be limited to lay terms, need not worsy as all
Lthe answers to the exercises are clear,

Used sunulleanevusly with instruction in the native language of Lthe
subjects dealt with in MEDICINE , the book might be successiul
in rewnforcing the student's knowledye of the subject areas, as
well as giving him the corresponding Fnglish equivalents: as

in fact, the hagk closely resembles a medical textboak in English,
However, when used with advanced students of medicine who have
praduated [rom the basic areas ol the course, or wilh gualilied
students proceed from one famuliar area to another, and it does
nul appear Lo meel the student's currenl needs in the language.
With such students we would suggest selective use of units which
cover language items the group needs practice in, or whose
content matter is appropriate [or transfer to a particular student
interest, and supplement the course with authentic material

of 2 more interosting nature, such as case histories, rosearch
papers, new developments in the field and so an according to

the prefevence of the group.
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