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Ship or Sheep? comprises forty Lhree-concise units with accompany-
ing casscttes to practice the scunds, stress and Intonation of Eaplish.

Unlike many pronrunciation books, this course offers = varieLy of prac-
tice exercises in each unit. First, there are sigple diagrans of the po—
sition of the month and tongue with clear ianstructions on how to produce
rhe sounds; the studont cannot fail to understand thewm, and smay at this
point werk on Lhe sounds in isolartion helore proceeding to contextualized
pracrice,

Tn the winimal pair deill, the student is meant to cover the words
wilh Lhe mask supplied st the end of the becok, and look only at the il-
lusrrations while listening tu Lhe tape. The author rightly points out
that the spelling of Zaplish words often wmisleads the learner in the pro-
nunciation of them; and she has provided a mask to hide the written form
in the initial contrasting pair practice, The mask, uafortunately, on-
croaches on sipgnificant aress of the drowings in a number of cases,
CYeating an unncccssary problem lor the uger.

The third scction has listening comprehension material for sound dis—
crimination followed by a list of vocabulary items required for the sub-
sequent dialogue where =ll three aspects; sounds, stress and intonstion are
practiced. Then [ullowiap = mini-dialogue marking stress only, cach unit
ends with @ c¢reative transfer in the form of a group game or dislogue
building to picture or word cues.

Tn addition to the units, we find a list of Likely Frrors for twelve
differeat lanpuape groups (including Spanish) to guide the Leacher. Lf
3 teacher's particulur group is not included, he or she c¢an use the
DizgnosLic Test to determine which English sounds gencrally cause them
trovble., Miss Baker has been very thorough in Lhe preparation of her

coursc.
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An interesting feature of the book is the Jiscreet usc of symbuls.
%y many pronunciation books are cluttered with phonetic transcription,
avare of the confusien that this can produce, noL to nention Lhe extra
work £or the student who must learn the system in order o decipher if,
the author has wisely included only the syaubol ol the phoneme tu be
practiced ar the beginping of each unit. she staces that the course may
he used with beginning students pefore completiap bouk onc of most basic
courses: and though geared to a classroom setting, there is no reason
why it should not be used by the individual in the language laboratory,
a self-access unit or at home.

Teachers whu believe rhat correct gnunds, stress and iluntonation are
importLant in commmicarion - and ure toaching British Eaplish - will find
Ship or Sheep? particularly attractive. Tt is a comprehensive proauncis—
tion coursc which could prove €0 be a valuable supplement At the basic
laevel,

Tn un earlier hack, Sound Right, Colin Mortimer pravided Timited pro—
nunciarion practice chrough connected npeech usiof stress mazks and
specific sound symbols. In the Elements ol Pronunciation series, he has
concentrated va & different element in cuch baok.

The combination of amusing dizlopues and deliphrful Lllustrations,
by Perer Kueebone in Stress Time and Daria OGsn in Lhe rest of rhe series,
ija desipoed to make proaunciation practice enjoyable for both reacher aud
student,

stress Time wsud Link-up Are recommnded [or "upper intermediate
scudents”, at which level they would appreciate the humour and cnjoy
acting out the dialogues. Selerted material from all iive hooks could

be used aL lower levels, but much of Lhe humeur would be lost.

The exerciszus, which alsn appesr on cARGELLe, consist ol shart il-
lustrated dialopues, The material, albeit humorous, lacks however the
vaziety of Ship or Sheep? It would be wore exciting if there were an
occasional change of actlvity invelviog the student in some kind ol
creative work; possibly a=problem—solving cask where the student was
asked to underline the weak forms or iusert the link lines in the ap—
prapriate pluces helure (or after) listeninp to the dialogue on tape;
lur example:

Doun't pour it there, idiot.
You zaid pour iL here, Eric,
Here! Here in the glass! Nor there on the floor.

2t -

Den't ponr_it cherg, jdiot.
Yoy gaid poup it herg, Erie.
Jore'! Here in the glass! Not therg on the flaor!
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Since the EFL student has few orcasions to listen o spoken Enplish,
the teacher is vsually anxions to provide gouod listeping opportunities in
the classroom, The native English offered on theose cassettes, conplemented
by the practice exercises in the various clemeats of pronunciation, could
not fail to be helpful at the intermediste and early advanced stage.
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