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Frequently, the Leaching of writing is vicwed largely as gram-
matical, but it is guite ¢lear that the contrel of syntax has only 2
trivial carry uver into the generation of connected discourse. (n the
one hamd, there i< the problem that the uncontextuated sentence carries
only syntactic and semantic meaning whereas the contextuated senlence
does nol depend wholly upon its syntactic and semanlic meaning to convey
some messaye. Quite the contrary, within reasonable constraints, syntac-
Lic and semantic correcteess are not nearly as relevant as propositional
value and illoculionary value, Obviously, a structure which vinlates
such basic syntactic comstrainls as word order {c.q., ‘Vinlates word
obviously structure which basic such order as constraints & syntaclic.)
or such basic semanLic constraints as would cause real-world disoricata-
tion (e g., =John 1s planning to bucose a banama.] would indeed preclude
communication, but the advanced | 7 student generally does not generale
such structures: on Lhe contrary, the advanced 12 student generally has.
reasonable syntactic and semanlic fluency, but often lacks the ability to
Join individual structures inlu coherent discourse because of a lack of
awareness of the mechanisms for joining in lhe L?. Certain more obvious
mechanisms for joining can be explicilly taught, but it is clear that
perceiving coherence and its underlying mechanisms can be facilitated by
providing a great deal of input and a great deal of practice.

This paper allempts to describe a technique for providing both con-

trolled inpul and practice in the generation of coherent discourse.
@hal will he described is an actual set of aclivities carried on during

- Lhe Fall 1978 semesler with @ group of advanced-level foreign students
in the Americen language InsLitute at the University of Southern
Califurnia, The American Language Institute, founded in 1957 as the
fnglish Communicalion Program for Foreign Students, currently serves some
500 internatiunal students from between 30 Lo 100 different linguistic
backgrounds each semester. The populatien is not only Tinnuistically
heterogeneous, but alsu heterngeneous in other ways; lhet is, the
students. Lhuugh they come largely from the hard-scicnce disciplines,
represent virtyelly every academic major available in a large, diverse,
urban institution. They range in age from 18 to 55 or 807 they are both
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graudate and undergraduate, and they have incredibly varied backgrounds
in the sense Lhat some are rather callow youngsters while olhers are
responsible government or industry officials., Some are already multi-
lingual while others are monumentally monolingual. About two-thirds of
them are male. The American Language Inslitute offers this diverse
population instruction at Lhe intensive clementary, intermediate, and
advanced levels in classes of avoroximately fifteen students grouped
according to proficiency level. Proficiency level is determined by an
on-arrival placement test consisting of six sub-tests including a test of
reading comprehension, a test of listening comprehension, a test of
abstract knowledge of arasmar and composing skills, a test of spelling,
vocabulary and mechanics, an oral interview, and a written composition
(the]collectivity known as the USC Foreign Students English Placement
Test). o .

Ihe specific class with which the activities described here were
undertaken consisted of fifteen individuals al) placed by examination at
the advanced level. Linguistically, they are native speakers of the
following languages: Arabic, Bhasa Indonesian, Cantonese. Farsi,

French, and Mandarin. The largest concentration of any single language
consisted of eight speakers of Farsi. There were four women and eleven
men in the group. ATT of Lhe students were freshmen at the Universily:
thus, their average age was twenty, and the age soread was betwesn
cighteen and twenty-three. They were enrolled in Lhe following declared
majors: Archilecture, Biology, Business Administration, Computer Science,
Fducation, Chemical Fngincering, Mechanical Engineering, Petroleum
Enginecring, and Journalism. AI1 had been in the United States for less
than one year, though their prior formal exposure to English instruction,
in terms only of time, ranges from ten years to less than one year. All
have had Lheir education through the 12th grade outside of the linited
States. Four-fifths of the students were new to the University in the
semester during which the described activity took place, while Lhe
remaining fifth had had onc semester of prior training in the American
Language Institute,

The activily described below was underlaken starting in the fourth
week 0f a sixteen-weck semester in a class meetling for fifty minutes per
_day, four days per week, The activity, including wriling time for
students and grading time for the instructor as well as Lhe specific
steps oullined below, covered approximately four weeks, though of course
it did not occupy every class hour during those four weeks. The
instructor is an cxperienced middie-aged male. The actual cxercise was
preceded by ecxercises in writing description and definition, by a weneral
review of grammar, by fairly cxtensive reading, and by exploration of
Lhe semantic values of sentence connectars. Subseguent 0 the exercise,
the majority of the time in the remaining eight wecks was spent on a4
rescarch parer project,
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On the lirst day of the exercise the class selected its topic. Since
the content of the composition is considered primarily as a vehicle Lo
teach composilion, no benefit can be scen in imposing the lopic upon the
class. Thus, the topic was class-generated, the only imposed restriction
being the following guidelines: The topic musL be (a) collectively
chosen, (b} manageable within the constraints of available time, and (¢}
reasonably broad so as to be interesling and familiar to everyone, but
not inherently one susceptible Lo emotional argumenl.

fach class member contributed suggestions, and each suggestion was
evaluated by the entire class in terms of guidelines (b) and (c} given
above. Throughoul Lhe topic-selection process the instructor maintained
order, preserved the guidelines, and acled as a secretary, writing and/or
erasing topics from the board as Lhey were suggested and/or retracted.
The instructor did not indicate a preference for any given topic, nor did
ne make any specific topical suggestions. Ine list was considered com-
plete only after everyone had had an opportunity to conlribute & topic
and had agreed that each Lopic met the given guidelines, The class
selected "Cars® as the topic for the exercise.

fs a homework assignment, each student was asked to give thought to
the selection of a suitable audience for the composition and ta the
delerminalion of the presuppositions thal could be made regarding the
proposed audience,

The selection uf & suitahle audience is a crucial step in planning
a composition., To illustrate, if one s writing aboul slarting a car,
and the audience is to be male American teenagers, ¢ssentially 211 one
needs Lo say is, “Start the car.” On the other hand, if the audience is
mele rural Australian Aborigine teenagers, a great deal of delailed
explanation may be necessary since the proposed audience may be unfamiliar
with the notion of automatic ignition or, indeed, the notion of locks and
keys. To put it another way, the audience will determine the nature of
the presuppositions unon which the composition will be developed. Firsl
of 211, ihe audience musl be ¢ aroup about which the writer has sufficient
familiarity in order that he can make reasonable presuppositions, and,
secondly, the writer musi-be preparcd to tell his audience something it
does not already know; thus, the proposed audience by definilion must be
- less sophislicaled gbout the topic than the writer,

On the second day of class, the instructor called upon each Student
to contribute his notion of a suitable audience. Contribulions were
listed on the board, as follows:

. Bmerican high schonl studenls

American ¢ollege studenls

Meerican students in general

American Bth grade students (15 years old)
. ALI 102 students

O 22 A —
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§. American people

7. Tranian Leenagers, upper class
8. Cencral high school sludents
9, Young people in general
10. USC foreign sludents

Once the list was complete, the inslructor directed the class to
1ook for a commonality in the proposed audiences, and the class decided
thal that commonalily. was the general age level of the awdiences listed,
middle Leens Lo young adults. Next, each student was asked to explain
his choice of audience. Not surprisingly, most cludents felt that the
more Lhey had in commen with a given audience, the easier it would be to
make veasunable presuppesitions.

At this point, the instruclor suggested that the class think in
terms of climinating Lhose audiences which were extremely broad as well
az those that were cxtremely specific. If the audience were Loo broad,
presuppositions would be very difficult, or even jmpossible, to makes
on the other hand, if the audience were LOO specific, presuppositions
wonld likewise he very difficult Lo make, or the vesulting essay mighl
be merely trivial since the relative difference in sophistication mignt
he LoD NAYYOW.

Fach audience on the Tist was sndividually discussed and
calegorized as (a) too broad, (b) too specific, or {c) reasonzble.
fudiences numbers 1, 2, 3, 6, and 9 (sec list) were considered too broad.
For example, young people in general are not pqually interested in cars.
In Taiwan, to cile a specific example, cars are very expensive, and,
therctore, youny people do nol normally own Cars. In contrast, in Saudi
Arabia young people are very interested in cars. (These bits of cultural
snformalion were contributed hy the students.) Tn other words, the fact
Lhat someone is 17 or 18 does not guarantee a high level of interest in
cars. As a result, it would be extremely difficult Lo make presupposi-
tions fur young people in general.

fudionces numbers & and J were considerad Lo be o0 specific. To
take an example, lranian “upper class” teenagers are indecd interested in
cars: nowever, 1ot all the students in Lhe class are familiar with
lranian lecnagers, and therefore establishing presuppositions would be
very difficult. At this point, the students were veminded that everyone
mist have a reasonable degree of familiarity with both the subject and
the audience. ;

The remaining audiences. numbers 5 and 10, were categorized as
"nossible.” Granted, the easiesl audience to write fur would have been
ALI 102 studentsi however, the resulting compasition could be trivial,
since there could be hardly anylhing to communicate if Lhe audience and
the writers constituted an identica) set; that is, what is accomplished
by talking-to yourself? Thus, Ust foreign studenis remained the only




possibility left on the 1ist; however, a new suggestion was made: col-
lege students who own cars. The class agreed that this newly proposed
audience was too broad, but it voled Lo accept an amended version: all
USC students who own cars,

The next slep was to 1ist _the presupposition,.or the types of in-
formation the selected audience already knew. These presuppositions
would then indicate the Kinds of information that would not be included
in the compesilion. The following list of presuppositions was generaled:

. what a car is

how to operale a car

. know about American cars and forcign cars sold in the States
know about engine differences and engine performance
knowledge about buying and financing used cars

. basic maintenance

~ know about car insurance

. licensing

W~y wng—~
. .

Since Lhe audience already knows the above information, Lhe task was
to find something to talk about other than what was contained in the
list. The class agreed there was nothing left to discuss, at which
point the instruclor proposed making ome of two choices: (a) Change the
audience, or (b) find something else to discuss. The class decided to
1imit the audience to USC fareign students who own cars. By doing so,
the class found Lhey could provide their audience information in
calegories 3, 4, 5, and 7 (see 1ist). MNow the class had an audience
whose knowledge was limited, thercby permitting useful information to be
communicated. For the nexl class meeting, the students were, wilhout
undertaking elaborate research, to collect information--verifiable facts--
that could be comnmunicated to the selected audience,

The entire following class meeting was devoted to the collection of
all the facts in the students® possession pertinent to the selected
topic. A considerable amounl of time was given to the discussion of each
fact presented by the students, many of which were actually opinions,
which were then eliminated or allercd accordingly. The process continued
until the students® fund of applicable information had been exhausted.
The class generated the following twenty-four facts, which the instructor
wrote on the board and subsequently reproduced on paper for the next class
meetingj {The instructor corrected only very distracling mechanical
Errors,

1. The State of California prohibits turning back odometers.

2. The size of engines can be measured in cubic centimeters, in
number of cylinders, or in harsepower.

3. There is a relalionship between the number of cylinders and
related gas consumption.




12.
13.
14,
15.

6.
17.
18,
19.

20.
21.
22,

Cars are constributors to air and noise pollution,

The ?nst widely sold foreiyn cars are Toyota and Datsun (Japancse
cars).

The General Motors Corporation and the Ford Corporation are the
largest producers of American cars,

Cars fall into threc general price ranges: "Low-priced" cars,
which are fareign cars; "middle-priced" cars, most of which are
fmerican cars: and "high-priced cars, most of which are also
forsign cars.

In the State of California, for an additional fee, ane can get
personal ized Ticense plates.

The second most widely sold foreign cars, after Toyotas and
Datsuns, are Volkswagens.

In order to drive a car in California, Slale law requires one

Lo have liability insurance,

The cost of insurance depends on several variables: ¢.g., the
age of the driver, Lhe replacement value of the car, the
availability of fire prevention agencies in Lhe area in which

the car is garayed, and the relative crime rate in that area.

The cost and availability of insurance depends in part ypon the
driving record, especially upon Lhe number of moving vielations
of the driver.

Diesel powered cars arc nol as powerful as gasoline powered cars.
Cars are involved in more than half of the disabling accidents

in the United States annually.

In the State of California, drivers must successfully pass State
administered tests periodically; Lhese lesls include both in-the-
car skill lesis and tests of knowledge of traffic laws.

Stick shifts are more cconomical and probably safer than aulomatic
shifts.

In California, the addition of mandalory pollution control
devices has increased fuel consumption.

Consuming alceholic beverages while driving is prohibiled in the
Stale of California.

Because all cars are fairly expensive, buyers often have to
barrow at least part of the necessary money; normally, buyers
musl provide 10-20% of thc purchase price and must horvow the

remainder from a bank, a savings-and-lvan associalion, ar a H
credit union al a rate of interest roughly equivalent Lo one per

cent per month for the Juration of the loan, which is normally
74 to 48 months,

The large volume of cars on the road is directly relaled to the
large number oI aulomolive accidents,

Uecause cars eventually wear oul, there is a prublem of dispesing

of them, and this problem contributes to waste pollution.

In order to lcase a car, one must be at least 21 years 0ld and

must have a guaranteed sgurce of incomc.




23. In order to rent a car, one musi be at least 21 years old and
must have established credit.

2¢. Tn the State of California, a1l cars musl be registered with the
State Department of Molor Vehicles (DMV), and the registration
musl be venewed annually.

The next class session was devoted to categorizing the facts and to
determining a guiding principle for each category. To begin, fact number
1 was designated as belonging to category "A," an "A" being written on
the 1ist beside the fact. The students were then asked to find olher
facts logically related to il and to identify them with the letter ¥, Fop
Once the class as a whale, and not withoul considerable discussion among
class members, agreed upon the facts included in category "A," the guiding
principle was determined and assigned to the category. Nith category “A"
established, category "B” was created by identifying the nexl uncategorized
fact with Lhe letter "B," and proceeding in Lhe same manner given for ~
category "A." Further categories were created in a Tike manner, resulling
in the following calegories and guiding principles:

A--1, &, 10, 15, 18, 24 (California laws)
B==2, 3, 1, 13, 16, 17 {Mechanics)

C--5, 6, 7, 9 {Makes of cars)
D--11, 12 { 1nsurance/Finance)
£--14, 20 (hccidenls)

F--19, 22, 23 (Financiny)

G--21 (Waste/Pollution)

The grouping of facts yielded categories of varying sizes, from on¢
to six facts. The class’ next Lask was to try to balance the categories.
More specifically, categaries "0" through "G" wers incongruously small.
The class had three devices at its disposal to correcl the imbalance:

{2) Eliminate small categories, (b) Expand small categories, or (c)
Combine small categories with olher categories. Consequently, the class
decided Lo combine D" and "I," and to climinate “E" and "G." Thus, four
categories remained: =A," "B," *C," and "D."

Up Lo this point, no"priority had been established among the facts
in each category nor among the calegories. For homework, the class was
to (2) arrange the facts within cach category into some lagical order,
and (B) write one sentence to summarize cach category, abstracting the
facts given, rather than merely stringing the facls together. The
students were Lold Lhat this assignment was Lhe #05T important step in
the process; furthermore, they were told il was possible that they might
have to regroup the categyorics the next day.

The next class periaod beyan with students writing summery sentences
on the board. For categery "A," the student-written summary senience
merely coghined 211 the facts (except #8); thus, il did not conslilute a
summary sentence. The class did, however, agree to the emission of fact




eight., Another student affered, "In the State of California some specific
rules have to be donc aboul Lhe cars,” which was determined to be too generzl.
A third student submitted, “In the Slale of California, in order to drive,
you should have a license, liability insurance, and car registration,”

This sentence was accepted with the agreement that facts 1, 8, and 18 would
not Le included. (Facts 10, 15, and 24 remained in the category.) This
reqrouping served Lo iliuslrate lhat the category =ay not have been valid
in the first place,

The swmary stalemenl written on the board for category "8° was loo
general; the second sentence submitted--a very long sentence--mevely com-
bined the facts. The third suggestion, "The mileage of a car depends on
the number of cylinders, the kind of engine, and the kind of transmissian,”
was voted upon and accepted hy the class (in spite of the inslruclor's
mild disagreement).

For category "C," fact 7 was adopted as an appropriate summary
sentence.

The first sentence proposed for calegory "U" was: “There is a re-
lationship belween the age of the owner and having a good, expensive car:"
however, the class eventually voted to adopt the following: “In order to
buy, lease, insure, or rent a car, il's required for Lhe person to have
cerlain gualifications (the following segment was added by the instructor)
with respect Lo age and financial status,”

Facts 1, 8, and 18, which had been put aside earlier, came Llogelher
at this point Lo form 4 new category--"E"--with the following summary
slatemenl, suggested by the instructor: "The State of California alsa
imp?scs other regulations both on drivers and on persons who buy and
sell cars.”

In the next step, the order Of the facls wilhin cach category was
¢xamined, and the sludents zgreed to the logical sequencing of facls, as
follows: (Compare with Tist on page 48.)

A--10, 15, 24 .

B--2, 3, 13, 16, 17 (7 was deleted to serve at the "head.")
C--19, 22, 11, 12, 23 (Subsuming old D and F)

E--18, 8, 1 (From origingl A)

The homework for Lhc next day was Lo order the categories into a
logical sequence and to write a sentence to summarize all Lhe categories,
a difficult Ltask requiring the student to synthesize the informalion in
211 the categories.

At the beginning of the next ¢lass meeting, five students wrote topic
sentences (supmaries of the five categories) on the hoard, The class was
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to evaluate them, keeping in mind ihat a good topic sentence has to sum-
marize all the categories, but no more than the given categories. The
class voted on the five sentences submitted, but the cpinion was divided.
At that point, anolher sentence was submitted: “Not only some general
information is always uscful for driving a car, but also in the Slate of
California some specific rules have to be considered about driving a car.”
This sentence, considered the best offered thus far, nevertheless, was
seen nol Lo be perfect. The instructor then suggestled Lhat the ¢lass c¢on-
sider Lhe categories:

A--legal things you have to do
B--mechanical considerations
C--price

U--financing

E==other 1rgal regulations

The sludents were reminded that they needed to abstract from these, five
gencral notions. Tn addition, they needed to consider who they were
addressing and what they weretrying Lo Lell their audience. The ins-
tructor began the statement, "(What are we trying to talk about?} In
order to operate a var in the State of California... (Who are we talking
te?)... USC foreign students should... (What should they do?)..." A
student continyed, ".,.be familiar with the different Taws and regula-
tions which State government imposes on buying, selling, leasing, or
renting of a car." Since the statement did not include all the infor-
mation, a revision was proposed: "...imposed on the acquisition (buying,
leasing, and renting) and insuring of a car." Still, nol everylhing was
included; thus, the instructor offeved, ",..USC foreign students,..?ﬂhat
should they do?)...should be aware of {all the categories were given)."
"Operate" was changed to "acquire and operate.” The instructor offered,
"_..they should certainly be aware of pertinent government regulalions
(categories "A" and "L*), the conditions of buying and selling (categories
=C" and "D") (The class voted to put "C" before "D, even though the
instructor disagreed.) and some mechanical characteristics ("B") of cars.”

The final topic sentence was as follows: "In order to acquire and
operate a car in the State of California, USC foreign students should
certainly be aware of perlinent government regulations, of the conditions
" of buying and selling, and of some mechanical characteristics of cars.”

The categories and facls were then finally sequenced as follows:

A--10, 15, 28

B--18, 8, 1

c--6, 5, 9

D--19, 22, 11, 12, 23
B--2, 3, 13, 16, 17




The following day cach student received a copy of the outline, and
the instructor explained that just as a blucprint is not a house, an
outline is not an essay. The students' job would be Lo add information
ta the outline to convert it into a composition. Examples and illustra-
tians would be needed to clarify points, The facts would need to be re-
wrillen, and repetitious material would need to be eliminated, (See
Appendix [ for the (inal outline.)

The inslruclor sugyested three categories of information to be in-
cluded in the essay: structural, strategic, and decorative. By
analogizing with the physical classroom in which the class was meeting,
the instructor suggesled Lhat the structural material is comparable to
the building's structural members; e.g., the weight-bearing walls and the
supporting steel girders visible in the walls as intrusions into the
voom. Then he pointed out that the non-weight-bearing walls, the place-
ment of doors and windows, Lthe use of an accoustical ceiling, and the
placement of 1ight fixtures were analogous to the slralegic material,
while the coler of the walls, the presence of the green blackbeoard, Lhe¢
woodgrain in the door, and Lhe posters decorating the walls were
analogous to the decorative material. Thus, in Lhe outline, the topic
sentence and the roman-numeral items could be considered structural, and
the several facts supporting the structural notions could be considered
strategic. There were no decorative elements in the outline. Tn con-
verting Lhe blueprint into a house the student would need to add
strategic and decorative elements to convert the "bare bones" of the out-
line inta a "fully fleshed-out" essay. As a general guideline, the
instructor sugyested that as the outline contained 34 sentences, the
compleled essay should contain no less than 100 sentences; lhat is, the
completed essay ought Lo be on the order of three to four times as long
as the sentence-oulline . Over & weekend, then, the students were assigned
the writing of the paper. Two sample compositions generated by this
assignment are available in Appendix II.

fs soon as the papers were received, the instruclor marked them,
giving heavy emphasis to the interrelatlion uf parts, to transitions, to
expansion of the outline, and to cuherence, and relatively less emphasis
to spelling, use of prepositibns and articles, idiomalic problems, and
the like. That is not to say that grammar was scen as less significant
than discourse; rather, that is to say thal, Lo the extent that yrammar
was marked, emphasis was placed on Lhose grammatical issucs which con-
tribute to discourse (e.g., various kinds of embeddinys) rather than on
Lhose grammalical issues which merely contribute to formal sentential
"correctness,” The marked papers were returned in class, and one class
period was used as a "writing laboratory” in which the students worked at
underslanding what they were to do in order to improve their papers. In
the "laboratory® situation {one used regularly by the instruclor and one
with which the students were already familiar), studentls are assigned into
small groups of Lhrec or four in such a manner that each group contained
al leasl one strong and one weak studenl, and that no two students in any




group spoke the same native language. In these groups, students helped
each other Lo undersland the instructor's marking and the nature of the
problem. 1In so far as possible, students help each olher to improve the
paper; in instances in which they could not understand Lhe point of Lhe
marking or could not resolve a problem. the instructor (who circulated
among the graups) assisted Lhem dy clarifying the problem, Sungesting
possible alternative solutions, and so on,

The students then took the papers home and rewrole them, resubmit-
ing the revisions as a continuetion of the assignment, Though a grade
was not "recorded” either on the paper or in the "official® gradebook
until the revision had been submitied and accepted, In the eyenl that
the revision creazed new problems, the entire cycle was repeated,  Most
students achieved an acceplable version in two revisions, though three
and four revisions were not uncommon. In this particular instance, im-
medialely following the first revision, the instructor solicited permis-
sion from several studenls Lo reproduce their papers for ¢lass discussion.
Ultimately, the instructor chose what he Jjudged to be the best and the
worsL paper in the group and copied them, stripped of identification, of
course. The class was Lhen asked Lo write an essay of comparison and con-
Lrast, cvaluating the two papers against each other and against the out-
Tine, These papers were marked and trealed as any other paper, but in
addition, the instructor discussed with Lhe class the characteristics of
the two papers with reference to coherence and arganization. (Sample
comparalive papers are available in Appendix I[I.]

In sunmary then, this activily requires approximately Len class
pericds and eighl active homework assignments;

DAY ACTIVITY HOMFWORK
1 Selecl Lapic Uefine audience
2 Selecl audience/Set pre-  Collect facts
suppositions
3 Collect facts/Discuss
facts vs. opinion
4 Order facts in categories Allempt first order
generalizalions
5 Define first order AMtempl topic sentence
generalizations {second order generalization)
5 Define topic sentence/
Order first order gqenera-
- Tizations
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7 Discuss movemenl from Write essay
cutline Lo essay

8 dork over marking of essay Rewrite essay

9 Compare and conlrast Write comparison paper

best vs. worst
10 Work over marking of paper Revise comparison paper

[t is our conviclion thal the investment of so much class time is
well worth the results. Such an exercise helps students to see, perhaps
for the first time, the way in which a coherent paper may be devised and
the interrclationship among Lhe possible steps and the e¢ssential parts of
the process. If such an exercise is conducted prior to the undertaking
of @ term-paper writing exercise, it is of great value in laying the
foundation for organized rescarch. But no maller when it is undertaken,
it provides the basis for coherent writing and for attention to the pro-
positional and illocutionary values of discourse rather than only to its
grammatical and semantic features,




APPENDIX T -- OUTLINE

Topic Sentence: In order to acquire and operate a car in the State
of California. USC Toreign Students should be aware of pertinent govern-
ment vegulations, the general conditions of buying and selling cars, and
some mechanical characteristics of cars.

1. 1In Lhe State of California, in order Lo drive a car, one should
have a license, liahilily insurance, and car registration.

A. In order to drive a car in Califarnia, State law requires
one to have liability insurance.

R. In the State of California, drivers must successfully pass
Slale administered tests periodically; these tests include
both in-the-car skills tests and lests of general knowledge
of traffic Taws.

C. In the State of California, a1l cars must be registered with
the State Department of Motor Vehicles (DMv), and the re-
gistration must be renewed annually.

IT. The State of California also imposes other regulations both on
drivers and on persons who buy and sell cars.

A. Consuming alcoholic beverages while driving is, for example,
prohibited in the State of California.

B. In the Slate of California, for an additional fee, one can
get personalized license plates.

C. The State of Califarnia prohibits sellers from turning back
odometers.
IT1, Cars fall intg’three general price ranges:
1. "Low-priced" cars are largely foreign made.
2. "Middle-priced" cars are largely American made.
3. "High-priced" cars arc also largely forcign made.

A. The General Motors and Ford Corporations are the largest
nroducers of American cars.

- B. The most widely sold foreign cars are Toyota and Natsun
(Japanese cars).
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C. The second most widely sold foreign cars, after Toyota and
Datsun, are Volkswagens,

IV, Tn order 2o buy, lease, insure, or rent a car, Lhe person needs
to meet certain qualifications with respect to age and financial
slalus.

A. Because all cars are fairly expensive, buyers often have to
borrow at least part of the necessary money.

1. Normally, buyers must provide 10-20% of the purchase
price and must borrow the remainder from a bank, a
savings-and-Toan association, or a credit union.

2. The interesl rale is roughly one per cen per month for
Toans Tasting hetween 24 and 48 months.

B. In order to lcase a car, on¢ must be al Teast 21 years oid
and must have a guaranteed source of income.

C. In order to renl a car, one must be at least 21 years o0ld
and must have established credil.

U. The cosl of insurance depends on several variables:
I. The cost aof insurance depends on the age of the driver.

?. The cost of insurance depends on the replacesent value
of the car.

3. The cost of insurance depends on the availability of
fire prevention agencies in the area in which the car
is garaged.

4, The cost of insurance depends on the relative crime
rate in the area in which the car is garaged.

5. The cost {and availability) of insurance also depends
on the driving record, especially upon the number of
"moving vinlations,™ of the driver,

V. The gas mileage of the car depsnds on the number of cylinders,
the kind of engine, and the kind of transmission.

A. The size of engines can be measured in cubic centimeters,
in number of cylinders, or in horsepower,

B. There is a relationship between the number of cylinders and
the relalive gasoline consumptlion.
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C. Diesel powered cars are not as powerful as gasoline powered
cars,

D. Stick shifts are more economical and probably safer than
automatic shifts.

E. In California, the addition of mandatory pellution control
devices has increased fuel consumplion.

APPLCNDIX TT -- STUDENT COMPOSITIONS
Composition A

In order to acquire and operate a car in the State of
California. USC furcign students should be aware of pertinent
governmenl requlations, the general condition of buying and
selling cars, and some mechnical characteristics of cars,

Firstly, the student should have a license, which is
quite east to get in California; Liability insurance, becomes
expensive 1ike a1l European countries; and car registration
which must be pick up at the State Department of Motor
yehicles,

Secondly, USC foreign students are able to drive a car,
if they don't drink alcohol when they drive; and they must not
carry them in an other place than the trunck,

Thirdly, the students should know all aboul cars' prices;
what they Lhink about cars' prices; they belicve that the "low-
priced cars” are largely foreign made, the "midéle-pricel” cars
are American made, and "high-priced" cars arve also largely
foreign made.

But in fact, the prices of these cars were based on that:
General Motors and Ford Corporation are the largest producers
of American cars, S0 they can have most of Lthe "middle-priced®
cars.

The most widely sold foreign cars are Japanese and

Furopean.
California is the only State in America to have or to
receive a great influence from Japan,
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Fourtly, if the USC foreign students want to rent or
lease a car, they must be 21 years 01d, and they must have
established credit; if they want to be insured (Tt is not an
obligation to have an accident, if you are not insured. Tt is
only play with words),

They need, of course, some woney, Tt is expensive, and
insurance cosls change according to the place in which you live,
according to your car {years and marks}, according to the
number of "moving violations".

In the end, the students should be aware of mechanical
features because the ¢ity is huge, and the car can't be re-
paired in one day (in spite of the creation of a towing cars
corporations). Therefore, they should know that the sizes of
engines c¢an be measured in cubic centimeters, in number of
cylinders or in horsepower.

There is also @ relationship between the number of
cylinders and the relative gasaline consumption.

They should know aboul Lhe mechanics of different engines:
avtomatic transmeission, change-spesd gear..., and at least
they should know how to change a wheed,

Niesel powered cars are not as powerful as gasoline
powered cars,

The foreign students should know about automatic shifts
which are not available in other countries, amd because of Lhe
addition of mandatory pollution control devices, the fucel con-
sumption has increased.

In fact, only some regulations are applied in California
that other countries in the world has not. A USC foreign
studenl said: "IL is casier to drive in California than any-
where in kurope."”

Composilion B

In order to acquire and operale a car in the State of
California, USC foreign students should be aware of pertinenl
qovernmant regqulations. In order o drive a car, one should
first obtain a license which requires successful passing of
the Slale-administered tests. These tests include both in-
the-car skills tests, and a test of general knowledge of
traffic law. The driver's ability in contrelling the car
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and how he or she understands the laws and regulations imposed
by the Stale government will help to determine whether or not
he or she is cligible to continue driving. In addition to a
Ticense, one should have |iability insurance. The purpose of
Tiability insurance is so that, in case of an accident, Lhe
insurance company will take the financial responsibility of
paying for the damages and injuries. The next consideration
is car registration. All cars must be registered with the
Slale Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). The registration
must be renewed annually, Renewal can be accomplished by mail,
and it invoives a small registration fee,

The State of California also imposes other regulations on
drivers. One example is that the consumplion of alcoholic
beverages while driving is prohibited by law. This law is
strictly enforced by the Police Departments., Another regula-
tion which is imposed on car dealers rather Lhan on drivers
prohibits the seller from turning back odometers. In California,
one has the option of applying for a personal license plate
which allows a maximum of six characters. The characters may
be either letlers or numbers, according to the owner's chaice,
and there is a $25 fee for such a plate,

Anclher category of information that car drivers should
know relates Lo Lhe buying and selling of cars. Car manufac-
turers offer a wide seleclion of cars on the market today.
Cars fall into three gensral price ranges: 1.} “Low-priced
cars, which are Targely foreign wade cars. The most widely
sold foreign cars in the United States are Toyotas and Datsuns
{Japanese cars). The second tn that are Volkswayens (German
cars). The advantages of these "low-priced” cars are, first,
the conservation of gasoline, and second, reduced maintenance
costs because these cars are compacts. After Lhe energy
crisis, more Americans are lurning to "low-priced" economy
cars. Some disadvantages are that Lhese cars have less pay-
load an<d less room for passengers in comparison with larger
cars, 2.} “"Middle-priced" cars, which are largely American
made cars., The Gencral Molors and Ford Corporaticons ave the
largest producers of American cars. "Middle-priced” cars fit
most. American families, They constitute a category between
"high-priced” deluxe cars and "Tow-priced" economy cars. 3.)
"High-priced" cars, which are usually forcign made. These cars
can be separated inlo lwo categories: A.) Sports cars, which
have very high performance engines and superb handling; B.)
Luxurious sedans in which the manufacturer offers luxurious
features and Lhere is an empahsis on comfort for both the
driver and the passengers. The main disadvantage of these
cars is the consumption of gasoline.
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In order to buy, lease, insure, or rent a car, the person
necds to meet certain criteria wilh respect <o age and
financial stalus. Because all cars are fairly ecxpensive,
buyers often have to borrow at least part of the necessary
money from a bank, a savings and loan association, or a credit
unfon. But, normally, buyers must provide 10-20% of the pur-
chase price as downpayment in order to buy a car. The interest
rate one pays for a loan is roughiy one and one half percent
per month. The duration of a loan is usually between 24 and
48 months, depending on the horrower's choice. In leasing or
renting & car, one musl be at least 21 years of age, have a
guaranteed source of income, and have established credit from
a bank. The cost of insurance depends on several criteria:
1.) It depends on Lhe age and sex of the driver. Single
males hetween 16 and 25 years of age are classified as a high-
risk group, Insurance rates are quite high for this group.
2.) It depends on the replacement value of the car. The cost
of insurance is about the same for "low-priced” and “middle-
priced" cars, but the cost is a great deal more for *high-
priced" cars, Another factor which helps to determine the
placement value is the age of the car. 3.) The cosl of
insurance also depends of the availability of fire prevention
agencies in the arca in which the car is garaged. 4.) The
¢rime rate in the area in which the car is garaged also plays
an importanl role in determining the cusl of insurance.
Usually, it is determined by the density of populalion and
the location in the city. 5.} The driver's record is
another factor in determining the cost of insurance. The
driver's record is 2 record of the number and seriousness of
traffic viclations and accidents which the driver has had each
year.

One should also know some of the mechanical characteristics
of cars in order to maintain the car, to prevent accidents, and
in case of minor problems on the rocad. One of the mechanical
characteristics Lthat engineers worry about is the consumplion
of gasoline. It depends on several factors: 1.) The size ol
Lhe engine. The size of engines can be measured in cc, in num-
ber of cylinders, or in horsepower. The more powerful the
engine, the more cc, cylinders, or horsepower it has. And
Lherce is also a relationship belween the number of cylinders
and the relative gasoline consumption. 2.) Stick shift cars
are more economical than automatic shifts, They use less
nasoline because the driver can control Lhe power of the car
and thus eliminate unnecessary gasoline consumplion. Another
area car engineers worry about is the pollution from Lhe car's
¢xhaust system, In California, especially in Los Angeles,
because of the high density of population and Lhe geographic
location, the regulations on the exahust systems are exceplionally
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E strict, The addilion of mandalory poilulion control devices
has increased fuel consusption. Lngines have to burn fuel at
fower lemperatures in order to eliminate hazardous pollutants
Tike sulfur dioxide. At low temperaturas, engines become less

¢ efficient and use up more fuel. Diesel powered cars are not
as powerful as gasoline powered cars. Allhough diesel
powered engines emit less sulfur dioxide, they produce
"dirtier pollutants."

APPLNDIX II1 -- COMPARISONS BETNEEN THE TWO PAPERS

COMPARISON A

The simple title of "cars" could be a title from a term paver with
Lhirty pages or a bock with four hundred pages. But when the process of
outlining is considered, the Timits of where to start the essay, and where
to finish it, should alsa be considered, When an outline is given, and
Lhe writer is expecled Lo follow the outline exactly as it is, he should
not skip some parls of Lhe outline io make the job af writing sasier for
himself. He should yive additional information to the reader.

The one-page paper is not developed in a stepwise manner. By that I
mean, the writer wanls Lo finish the outlining exercise as fast as he
can. He does not give much information to the recader. He skips some
parts of Lhe outline such as II B, C and [II C. Since the writer does not
want to use [, II, ¢lc. in his writing, he uses firstly, secondly, third-
ly, and fourthly. Out he does not continue this method to the end of
his paper. TIn part [! A, the way he writes about the prices, Lhe reader
thinks that only students belicve in the car prices. In IV, when the
writer writes, il is not an abligation to have an accident, i¥ you are
nol insured, It is only play with words," he does not clearly determine
what he wants to say, In the cutline everything is clearly determined,
In V E, the writer gives wrong information about automatic shift cars. It
is wrong to say that Lhere are no autematic shifls cars in olher counlries.
In II1 A, where the writeF writes about "these cars,” the reader wonders
which cars he means. The sentences in IIT 1, 2, 3 and III A are not lo-
gically explained. The conclusion does nol match the rest of the out-
1ining exercise.

The second writer who has wrillen the two page paper, explains the
outline much better than the [irst one, The writer tries to supply
enough informalion for many parts of the outline. For example, he
develops T17 3, when he wriles about the high-priced cars., He writes
about the sport cars, and Tuxurious sedans,

In I.A, Lhe wriler misleads the reader when he writes about the
liability insurance. Il seems Lhat Lhe insurance company pays for bolh
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of the cars in the case of an accident; that is not true. Also in IT A,
he writes, "Another regulation which is imposed on car dezlers rather
than on drivers prohibils the seller from turning back odometers." The
reader might think that only car dealers have lurned odometers back or
sell their cars because the writer mentions the word "seller®™ without
any explanation. Ihe paper does not have a conclusion and it could be
better if it had,

In general, Lhe wriler of Lhe two-page paper does a better job in
developing the outline and giving additional information to the reader.

COMPARISON B

We were presented two papers that dealt with the same subject and
this essay is comparing the two. The shorter paper will be refered to as
paper "A" and the other one as paper "B in this assignment.

The author of paper A has condensed the material discussed in the
outline and has presented us wilh an inadequate comparison of the facts
represented in the outline. For example there is nothing about driving
tests in this paper, Different subjects arc joined together by con-
Juctions and Lherefore the essay is not cohesive. The paragraphs in
paper "A" arc too short; infact, they are not really paragranhs. Some
of Lhe facts are not clearly explained; for examplie, the senlence *USC
foreign sludenls are able to drive a car, if they den't drink alcohol
when they drive," does not mean Lhal consuming alcoholic beverages while
driving is prohibited. There are also some places in paper 'A' in which
the wriler has pointed out some false facts such as "automatic shift
cars are not available in other countries." Paper A is also grammatical-
Iy weak, and there are no decorative elements in it.

The other paper is an interesting paper which expands the outline,
and gives almost sufficient information to USC foreign students. But I
have to confess that I am not sure if all of the materials which Lhe
writer has added to the outline are true or not. [ believe paper 'A°
is not very well developed, while the other one is a carefully
organized paper.




