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Why is it a good idea to use puppets in Lhe EFL classroom? MNost chil-
éren like puppets and so they [ind a class in which the teacher cmplays
puppets enjoyable. Tt is a well-kawn Lact that what we enjoy we [ind memor—
sble. Many people believe the use of puppeLs enshles children to leara
Bbetter and more quickly.

This brings us Lo the next question. Tf it is such = good idea to use
puppets, why not g0 to the nearesL Loy shop and buy several of the fluffy,
attractive ones on sale there? Why bother to make one's own for the class—
room? There are two possible reasons for not buying commercially produced
ones: firscly, they arc usually very expensive and secondly, =such puppets
are usually well-known characters (Walt Disney, Sessme Street, ete.) and
will probably not fit into the class you are preparing. Tn other words,
it will be very dilficult to persuade a class of children that they are
mot really looking al Mickey Mouse, whom they all know very well, but at
John Bloggs, an entirely different character.

I believe the best classroom puppels are those wade by the teacher
himself. He need not be artistic or rich and he does not bave Lo have o
lot of spare time Co spend making puppets, What follows, then, is oaly
meant to give some ideas about how to make snd huw Lu use puppets in the
classroon.

Puppets can be made from almost any waterisl: sLill white paper {(car—
tulina), wooden sticks, lellipop sticks, celoured crepe paper, pins, tape,
glue, crayens or plumones, unicel balls and easily munageable material like
felr, and ¥ pair of scissors,

Puppet number 1

Draw a head on = piece of white paper; colour it and cut it out,




Turn the puppet face over and glue 2 lollipop stick on tu the reverse
side. This i: for Lhe reacher or student to held on Lo when making the
puppat "speak’. This puppet is move or less guaranteed to tuke valy 8
ninute and & half to make and to cost considerably less than a peso, Try
it in vour classes. It may be simple but your students will find it enjoy-
ahle,

This very casy-tc—mske puppet could be uged in a [uvur-phase érill.
For example, the Leacher (and later a student) would hold up the puppet,
whose nume is Ping-Pong.

Teacher: Uoes Ping-Pong come from the United States?
SS: ¥a, he doesn't.

Teacher: Where does he come from?
$S: He comes Irom China.

The next step would be (either as homework or as a class activity)
for the children to mske their own puppets, each with its own matiomal
chavaoterintics. Thua subsequent practice ol Lhis language would include
211 the students saying something now.

Puppet nunber 2

Draw a head on stiff white paper as before, but this time =make sure
it has a good solid neck! Colour the face and cut it cut. Out of the
sume paper cut out rudimentary hands. So far it should look somethiog

like this:

(Remember that iU 18 A good ides to get as mwuch charactey inte your
puppets' faces as possible).




The hands may look more like boxing ploves Lhan the beautifully mani=
cured hands of the bilingual secretary you are aiming at, but that doesn't
matter, Next, cut out a strip of crepe paper. The strip should be lonp
enough to cover your hand and broad enough to allow your hand to nestle
comfortably inside. Form the crepe psper into a tube and gather it rouad
the neck of the paper face you have already preparcd, With a stapling
machine staple the dress firmly Lo the neck of the puppet and then staple
the hands to the dress. Puppet number 2 should then look something like
this:
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The teacher's or student's hand fits Inte the crepe paper skire and,
if you grasp Lirmly the bit ol neck which protrudes dewn the inside of the
dress you will find you can control the puppet quite nicely during a
dialogue. This type of puppet could be used lor the presentation stage of
& lesson. For exmumple, the teacher might have the efficient secretary on
one hand and her boss un the other hand. The following dialogue might

consua:d

You must type all
my letters, Miss Smith

0f course, Mr., Taylor!
You must give me Che
P addresses.
: V. bu must alw;;'s arrive a
‘ 8t aine o'clock sharp! D
(0f course, Mr. Taylor,

You fust never use my
personal telephone! m
-
(of course not, Mr. Taylor ol
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Puppet number 3

There are of courgse many more ways to make puppels. For example, the
unicel ball puppet on to which you paint a face. The nose is simply =2
smaller unfcel ball stuck into place with 2 pin, The hair iz coloured
crepe paper strips pinned inteo place. Stick the whole head on a lonp stick
and around this sccure with adhesive tape the crepe psaper clething. Staple
the hands ss in puppet number 2. The whole puppet should not take more
than five minutes to make, TYour finished puppet might look like this:

Puppet Lheatres

The pext ides is especially effective for primary schoels, although
there is no reason why it should not be adapted for secondary schuol
use.

The teacher presents a story to the class For primary schools this
nay be a well-known friry story like Gold;locks and the Three Bears. This
will he presented either through blackboard drawings vr Llashcards and will
be told in the rthird person., Tt might go scmething like this:

B S

Mather Bear made She made three Daddy Bear said, "My porridge

breskfast. bowla of porridge. iz Loo hol"" %

Baby Bear sald. Mother Bear sald "My  So the three bears

porridge is too hot’" porridge is too hot! went for a walk in the
Let's go out.” forest,




The childrens' task is v change Lhis story into a little play. For
example:

Baby Bear: What are yvou doing, Mumay?
Mother Bear: I'wm making breakfast,

Baby Besr: What are you making for brankfast?
Mother Bear: I'm making porridge, Baby Bear.
Father Bear: Where's =my porridge, Mother Bear?
Mother Bear: Here it is, dear. Now let's sit down,
Father Bear: My porridge is too hot!

Mother Bear: Oh, dear!

Baby Bear: My porridge is too hot!

Mother Bear: Oh, des=r! Oh!] My porridge is too hot. Let's po for
a walk in Che forest.

mance’ of the childrens' play. The theatre is made out of a curdboard box,
available in any shop. Make the Lollowing cuts in the baox,
s
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The cut at the back is necessary so that the scenery, which is to be
with white adhesive tape, which has the advantage of beinp uscable more
than once without ruining the hack ol the theatre or losing any of its
Example:

Across Lhe [ront ol the thestre stretch a picce of string to which
can be attached & curtain.

The next step is (o make = puppet theatre and puppets for the 'perfor-
e
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painted on white paper, can be lowered into the theatre. It can be secured
‘stick',
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The theatre is ready! Now [or the puppels,




Theatre Puppets

The puppecs for this type of classroom puppat theatre are mude of
very stiff white cardboard wilh stiff horizental "tails' so that the chil-
dren can manipulate the puppets from the "winps'. They are best coloured
with poster paints or the type ol Lelt pens which have indelible ink.

Lo the case of the three bears, the puppet shapes can be covered in yellow
towelling saterial stuck on with glue. This pives the required lurry ef=
fect,

The puppels should look something like this:

{

When Lhe children, who shoulé learn che lines and spesk for Lhe pup~
pets, put on their performaance for their classmates or 4 parallel group,
the final efflect will look something like this:
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Hand Puppets

The last type of puppet I wish to mention is the felt puppet. Tt is
more expensive thin the others, but longer-wearing, and for this reason
suitsble for handling in the classroom. Felt puppets are also more flexible
because they can be made tv move their hands, étc.

Each puppet will probably tske about twenty minutes to make. From
folt material cut out the basic puppet shape twice (front and back):

Ehigiyi
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Then our of differeat pieces of different coloured felt cul out the
dectails of your pupper, such as eyes, hair, nose, carrings, pockets, etc.
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Stitch these details on to the piece of fell Lo be used for the frons
of the puppet, Don't worry if you haven't got a machine! Urdinary buck-
stitch will do just as well!
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The front half of your puppeL should look Tike this:
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A1l you have to de now Ly stiteh the back half inta position leaviap
Lhe bottoz open and the felt puppet is finished.

This type of puppet is perfect for classroom practice, I would sug-
gest that you wse IL us a lirst step to role-plaving., Tn other words, the
Leacher presents a dialopue with 8 puppet on each hand: Lhen the students
take over. FirsL they can repeat the dialogue from their seats, and then,
when they know the words, pel several pusirs Lo the lront to practice the
dislogue, still using the puppets., Then vou can move on to role-playing.
The students ¢an act oul Lhe dislogues themselves, without the puppets.

In conclusion, it Ly worlh remeshering to keep the praccice well
balsnced, Change the parts constantly S0 Lhat esch sludenl gets = chance
£o practice each hall of the dialogue,




