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PRTNCIFLED SENTENCE ARRANGNMENT

Hilliam Rutherfond
Awerican Languapge Tnatilute ,

University ol Southevn Celifarnia

1. & atwdenl from lren studying fulermediatn fnglish at the Imiversity
]

"
of Svulhern Calllernia recently suhmitted an azzigned compozition in
she had weitten the lollnwing passape:

(1} .... Quwr houwse had fowr bedrooms and fioo sLLLInG nooms. A
Large gaxden was in {xont of the howse, My fathex had
planted a ol of flowers in Lhe. ganden, These ffowers wexe :
neses and fufips, etc.....

Tn a [lmml-ntage luprovement ol the paper IL woes indicated that the
passage would Le Lalter as something Like thia:

(2} ... Out house had foux bedrooms and twp $idding Aeems. In
frond of the house wea @ Large garden. Tn the aaaden my
father had planted a Lol of feowers. These jlowens wexe
xoses and fulips, ete.....

& necond Stage of impruvenent was then nuprested along the folluwing
lines:

(2 ... Qur house had foun bedreoms and fee Sidiling nooms. In
front of the howse wrs a farge ganden, wiere my fathen had
planted a Lol of frowexs, including reses and £ 1T 237 TR

Il in ewident that the second stage invulved =ame nalurel conversivus of
shoer! sentences into relalive clavzes, a4 standard teclique wzed ia many BSLS
EFL elasses. LU was the lirst stage ol Improvement, Lowever, that earranged
the conzlituents ol Lhn nentemcss in nueh A way that collapeing some of Lhem
iuln zuhordinate clauges was the obvicus £inal sTep. Rearrangenenl, then, was
the.kaey to improvement of this poragraph.

Hotice thal what we have boen Incking al involvez no "errors"
a3 such, no viclaliors of the formal mles ol Zuglish syntax. Indeed, the
ward “correation” wuull nat evan Le appropriate lor denierihing what was sug-
genlad in the lwo rewrite slage Tn "operaling” on the senlonee, 3¢ tuv suposk-—
that Iz, shifting cortain constitunnts arcund -- the student stovted with «
prommatical sentence and (inished with & grammaticel nentence (Where "rram-
marical” refers ainply 1o the well loraadness of the sentence in Zuolation). ,
What rhe student was heing led te do, huowever, wan choose among &7 flepuat
pasgible ways Bl exprossing a single meaning.

1.1, Naw 1he Fornn nf claszpocn atlc ion unon alternate wayn ul saying

or WMeiling things I nothing new.  In texlle . aew and old, exevreiaes abuund
a sentence Ln xnone semantically

1. The term ollen used in the

in whirh the ntudent 72 reguired to nay or wr

"eaqnivalent" h ayntartivally dificrent wvers

insliructlions lor such exercises
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iz "tranaform". Courses are [reguently laid cut in such a way that the st-
dent i5 "ewpozed" First  to Lhe so-called "basich forms, then to the various
ways in which such Forme can be, az it were, "transformed™ or acombined. Al ter
an ample amount of sentence-level work of thin kind, the aclivity that usually
Lollows iz cue in which the studenl freely expresses himself, whethor in
zpeech or in writing. Dut this froe expression, even if grammatical vielation
iz kept to a minimum, invariably produces the kind of jarring effecl nuted in
(1), where individual sentences appear awkward only In the context within
which they'we heen placed. Tt is not  Lhat Lhe studeat éid not know that it
win possible for an Doglish seolence to assume the shape preferred in that
particular couluxl; il was that she did net know that there are feasons Tar
preferring ane shape over another, in Lthal centext or any other.

Inn Lhe remainder of this paper T will attempl (2) Lo restate some of the
principies by which we zeleect particular nenlence arrangemsnts in context,
and (h) to supggest o numhar of weillea-sxercize techniques that are designed
to sharpun awareness ol those principles.

7. One ol Lhe best inlormal statements of the crileria by which grammat
fcal conslruclions are deemed appropriate or nnt ix Lo be found in the last
chapter of A Grammin of Contemporsiy Tnglish, by Yuirk, Creenbaum, Teech, and
gwvartvik (1972). Very hrinfly, those gramarianz remind uws that Lhere i 3
Fenarmal tendency in Inglish to let "old™ or “given" Infurmalion come early in
n sentence and "new" or zalient information cvome late, the so-called principls
ul Mend focuz." Pawallel to this Iz ancther tendency to put "complex" con-
styuatinns last in a sentence, the azo-ealled principle ol "Mend weight." Tur-
thermorn, since what Is complex enpecinlly, lor exanple, surfacn vestiges
vl underlying sentences --- Iu extremely likely alsn to Lo new Inlormation,
Lhe twe principles work Wit ralher lhan againat each ather. Applying the
prinaiple of end focun to exasple (1), we can casily zee that in the second
sentanc: ol Lhal sxanple pention of the house, Lhe old information, should
come lirst, and the large gardeu, Lhe new information, lwmst, What gets the
Wworda inte their proper ponilious Is & grammar rule thal <llows us o rever:ice
the Iwe halves ol a sentence containing 4 predicate conzinting ol a verb of
place or direction plus a locslive [In the conner steod a clothes Ltree, Through
the stneets suxged the mob, There Lunked The assassin].

2.1 What are some of the possible ways in which the student can practice
giving proper shaopes Lo sentences, 33 determined by theiy positiens in dis-
course?  One very obvious Lechulgus iz simply Lo let the student chouse Delwesen
altemale sentenve arrangements within a supplied cantext (Rulberford, 1975,
1977). We might Lhen have exercises like the lollowing:

(1) Xinesiolugy has a useful purpose.

a.  In order to Leann how fo analpse fhe movements of the
human body we study <3

h. We stwly if in oxdex to Zeawt how Lto anafyse. the movements
of the human body.

2.2 Limitatienz placed by context upon the choices of senteace arvanfe-
sent can facilitate the study of grammaticel coustructions per 2e, For exam-
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ple, the aptions pravided by the rule of "tough movement" [English £s tough
Lo Reaxn [ 115 Lough Lo Zeann baglish) become clearer when put lnlo cerlain 3
contoexin: :

(%) What's au eany experinent to perforn?

12’4 easy o (demonsirate fhat the eatth has gravity).

1s il hard Lo demonstrate that the meon has groavity?

No. That's casy Lo demonslrate (Loc).

4.3 A zeulence like They beddeve fhat he has a pofice necond has Lwo
alternates in the pasive: JT 48 believed that he has a pefice recond and
He 48 befieved 2o have a police necoad, thiz Last reprezenting what linguistics
has sometimes Lermed the "sccond passive”  (Stockwaell, Schachter, amd Partoeo,
1873). It is pussible lo "s=et up" the sccond pessive Lthrough o series ol
zeatences deseribing, say, someone who was aeen hreaking into the chemiatry
laburatory, wiere such deseription wonld coasistently favor the culprit as
"topic," or cld information:

(6} Think - they - (He haw a4 _pul.iuu ruecond )
He 48 thought to have a peldce recoml.

believe - they - {He was worklng alone)
He 45 believed Lo have been woxking alome.

expect - they - (lle will try Lo Dereak in agaio)
He &5 expected {ov Lay Lo baeak in again,

2.4 In the syntax of sentence negation, fronting ol the negetive ole-
ment trigrere subject-Aux lnversicn, a scmewhat complicated cpevation [She
was nold onfy.../ Net onfy was she...|. rronting is not natural, howewer,
unless the negative attaches to n constituvent thel can be considered old
information, as in Lhe lolluwing rwwedle:

(7) When hydrogen and chleorine are mixed there iz a comhuztion
reaction. Jou <cannod actually gee the raaction hatwean the
two ai any Zime during the combusiion process, however.

At ne time during the combustion proness can you actuaslly
mee the reactien between the two. however.

2.5 In Euglish, extraposit fon ol seatential subjects where no contexl in
gpecilied lv almosl an oblipalory rule (To dpeak Ow Languages 45 nice [/ 13's
niee Lo speak twe Lanquagesi. The high probability that a sentential subjecl
will be extraposed is axplained by the principle of end weight. Although, a2
sentioned earlier, the principles cf end focus and end weight tend to work
together, complex atructures usually carrying new infarmation as well, Lhis
is nol peceszarily <lwsys Lhe case. Complex slruclures are gometines ald
information, and when this happens the twe principles pull against cach other.
In formal written Dnglish the principle of eud locus wins ont. Tn these situ-
atious, iu vllher words, sententizl subjects do not extraposae. The cholce lor
the studant could e laid out in the following way:




(B) Dr. Weinn iz cornflly considering Lumorpon's wxperiment.

That 14 might
TLN. not woak fis his opiniom at the mnrmr.f/

gy

Seweral maientints are of the opinion Lhal Lonerros's

experiment aay nol b
Dr. Wniss's opinion,

2.6 The pasuibilitiea for sentenon arvangement, ol course, are ondless.
The demands of discanrze and cotilexl cen alfeat, Titerally, any constiluent
of the grammar. «ud i the comrse of a paraegrapl edherence tn rhetorical
priveiples will vequire a suyuenon of sentencez whuse permutations, inversions,
and preposingz range vver 211 ol syatax. The ztudent can be ranght to recopn
nize the chuices within thiz diversity In paragraph layents 15ke the followiag,
where single 2entence allernatives oceur horizonlally, hut nentence Sequence
vertically, from top to bottow, 4 drawn-in 1ine comnecting the wnd ol onu
sentence to Lhe LDepinning of its proper succousor:

(49) Weatherdng and cansaion nf aock exposed Lo the admesphexs.
corsfantly momove parlicfes faem the xock,

SER PRI S i

i frd b <.
1. Theae xack particfes Sediment £a wha? these What these
ate called seddment. rech pandicles are rock paxtictes

calffed. %e callfed £a
sedomend.

a b
2. The uppex Layexs press As sedomenis accwmulate,

down on fhe Powes ongs Lhe wopen fayers preas dJowm
as sedimenis accumulate. on the Lower ored.
i v
a Loerietts, b
3. ele. el ede.

2.7 For the praclice of diverae kindz of yearrangement within a Lighl
framework, the senteuce "sandwich” is useful, where the §11-firting niddle
gentence I re-ordered ta properly connect lhe llenking seutences. The stu-
dent decides whal Lhe re-ordering should he, writez it in, and <russes out
the originnl:

{10) Air coming op from the lungs causes the vocal chords to

vibrale,

The vocal choxds streteh across the Laaymx. The Jarynx
iz the uppur part of the pespiratery tract.

or: The upper part ul the respiretory traet s colled the

Iarynx.




Stredching acxoss the Laumx axe the veeal choxds, The voes
chords are consed to vibrate by adr cowing up From the lun

2.8 The middle mentence, however, newd not even be suppliied in full.
1T cau de sketched vul in case lrane fashion, Lhe verh alwaya Lhe leftmost
elemenl, whore the student, again avcording to the prinniplea of welight and
lomus, selecly one af the p iven noun phrases far mevenent into suhiect posi-
Lion and wriles our the rsulling fuil selnlence:

(11} Scientists are engaged <n many diffenent binds of acdivdtu.

Find neceszary - 2ome scluealints  (Some sciontinrs uge vewry

Iy TO use very large munber.
S-S A S L1 AR a

the distances 1o staxs and gafaxies. On the othex hand,

fuch as
olten enccunlur - wery amall numbers
very fuall numhera are clinn encauntered.

such as the danensions of atoms and molecufes.

e - ome way Lo hondle anech numbers - {(Ome oXpresses them as
powere ol 10},

Ot wooy to h.:n:.-- much numhers iz Lo uxprons them as powers of

1a,
J. the ullimate epportunitios shopl ol lron expresaion fluelf for
exercining cholee of sentence pearranpoement would De sonething Like a series

of parapraphis in vhich eveAy sentence iz leid out in raze {pame Foshion.
Strictly spoeuking, however, the anly parl ol o parageaph in which there 32 an
actual "chaioe" of arrungement would Le Lhe opening setlence, the inTernal

arvangeasnl of every succesding aentencs Lelug largely determined by what haz
inmediately But Lhiu is precizely one ol the melertion processoe

thal uparmate

]

::.f*r‘ﬂ'! and “t"LLHL.

The preeeding characterizationa ol Lhe weight and facus princi-

ples <rv of cnurae an oversimplilicalion, and applieation ol the prinaiplea,
at least in speocch, need not Le confined to the omder of sentence .*or.:.t,‘Lur.'uL::.
8 '1.1.17- ends van uften he aecusplishind by means ol special stress and intona-

wd

ticn., Whal s impertant. however, iz LLzl lor TREL/TTRL ﬁﬁ\._&.glod_e_, wh ich
featurwe Lhe hringing vi matters of laugusgye structire to the concclousnesns of
the  learuer, St iy not encupht simply to teach the student the varionz
Syulaul it Foorfa in which mny T*r?.t'ti%.".lls‘.!’ e _un’ne ean he s-f\,-_'j':',.-‘,j-‘ iU ls neceu-
sary Alsa lor the studeat Lo koow that in practicelly any linguisntic envirvon
ment lhe cheire amopg reloted grapmelical inrms 75 nat avhitrary ., and he should
know enough of the principles of zentence ern ngament to he able lu weke his

chuives approprigte.

.
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